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BAPT IS 1 8. I 
Ir 2 Biſhop, or presbyter, re · baptize him i 


who has had true Baptiſm ; or does not Baptize 
him who is polluted by the Ungodly, Let him 
be depriv'd, as ridiculing the Croſs, and the 
Death of Chriſt ; and not diſtinguiſhing between 
real Prieſts, and counterfeit Ones. Can. Apoſt. 
XLVII. 


It any Biſhop, or Presbyter, does not perform 
the Three Immerſions of the One Admiſſion, but it 
One Immerſion, which is given into the Death of my 
Chriſt, Let him be depriv'd. For the Lord did not 
ſay „ Baptize unto my Death but Go ye, and make 
Diſiple of all Nations; Baptizing them unto the Name 

of the Father, and of the Con, aud of the Holy GhofF. 
Do ye therefore, O Biſhops, baptize thrice unto one M8 
Father, and Son, and Holy Ghoſt, according to the Wil! 
of Chriſt, and our Conſtitution by the _— Can, L. lj 
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hn Whiſton in Fleet-ftreer, and Francis Biſhop in 
Ittle T urnſtile, Holborn, London. Price Sin- pence. 
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Original Texts and Teſtimo · 
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Aker this Manner therefore pray ye, Our Father 
who art in the Heavens: Hallowed be thy 
Name: Thy Kingdom come: Thy Will be 
done, as it is in Heaven, ſo upon Earth: 
Give us this Day the Bread neceſſary for our 
Suſtenance; And forgive us our Debts, as we 
forgive our Debtors : And lead us not into 

Temptation ; But deliver us from the Evil 

One: Matt. vi. 9. 10. 11. I2. 13. Conlſtitut. 
lit, 18. vii. 24. Origen of Prayer 5. 5. and 
Beza's double Copy, both in Matthew and Luke. 


hen ye pray ſay, Our Father who art in the 
Heavens : &c. Luk. xi. 2. 3. 4. 
HE came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up; and, as his Cuſtom was, he went 
imo the Synagogue on the Sabbath Day, and ſtood 
[up for to read. And there was delivered unto 
[lim the Book of the Prophet Eſaias: And when 
he had opened the Book, he found the Place 
where it was written: - And he cloſed: the 
book, and he gave it again to the Miniſter; . &c, 
Luk, iv. 16. 20, fs Sf 
Speaking to your ſelves in Plalms, and Hymns, 
nd ſpiritual Songs ; ſinging and making Melody 
n your Hearts to the Lord. Eph. v. 19. 
Teaching and admoniſhing one another in 
| A 2 . Pſalms, 
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Wine and Water, and fanctifiedir ; and deliveret 


Remiſſion of Sins: Do this in Remembrance d 


A Multitude of the People ----- had not cleanſed 


wile than it was written, But Hezekiah praye 
for them, ſaying, The Good Lord pardon ever 


God of his Fathers; tho“ he be not cleanſed ae 
the, Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed tli 


Iv 
Plalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; ſingin 
wich Grace in your Hearts to the Lord. Col 
iii. 16. 5 1 
Leaying the Ptineipies of the NoAring ot Chil 
let us go on to Perfection: Not laying again tle 
Foundation of Repentance from dead Works; an 
of Faith towards Gad; of the Doctrine of Bap. 
tiſms; and of laying on of Hands; and of the 
Reſurrection of the dead and of Eternal Jude 
e 99298 nilf:  T1 06 

ſeſus Chriſt took the Cup, and mixed' it 0 


it to them, faying, Drink ye all of this. Forth 
is my Blood, which is ſhed for many, for the 


» 


me. For as often as ye eat this read, and: drin nin 
his CUP (Matt. xxvi. 27. Mark xiv. 23. Luk 


XL11 20. 1 Cor. X. 16. 2 1. . Ki. 25. 26. 27. 28. 
Shew ye forth my Death until I come. Con 
ſtitut. viii. 12. 


themſelves : yet did they eat the Paſſover other 


one that prepareth his Heart to ſeek God, the Lord 
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AVING very frequently 
Pantateuch of the Law of Moſes: As 


eanſed 


other x own Life. Pag. Where alſo the 


F 
A 
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dreis to the Baptiſts. » We 


ad apply my ſelf to you the Baptiſts. ' 

It is now, my Brethren, no leſs than 35 
| have been my. ſelt a real Baptiſt both in Principle 
ad Practice; as appears in the forgoing Memoirs of 
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88 


eee 


dly 


1 
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and ferioufly ad- 
dreſs d my ſelf to the eitabliſh'd Church of 
1 England, and its Governors between 30 and 
0 Vears together, for the Examination of the Genu- 
woeſs of the Apo/tolical Conſtitutions, which claim to be 
the ſacred Syſteme oft the Chriſtian Religion as is the 


alſo for the Ex- 


unination and Correction of its on groſs Errors in 
Docttine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline; without the leaſt 
4, I now leave them off, as utterly incorrigible; 


* 


Vears that 


Occaſion of my 


ayechg becoming a Baptiſt ſo long ago is diſtinctly ſer down. 
even dor will my ſmall Pamphlet, Primitive Infant Baptiſm 
Loch ea, printed A. P. 1712. Nor my own Common 
ed ac er-Book, or Liturgy of the Church of England Re- 


. And 
ed the 


ret my ſelt baptized any but the Ac 
M 


uns ot Worſhip and Practice I 


o 1 6 — 1 1 = 
MINT 0g 3 . = 5 
E 5 | 
3 ne 
© 
"© 4 
A 


Wi, negrer.ta the Primitive Standard, printed 1713, 
lffer any one that peruſes thein to doubt of ir. Hows 
yer I muſt confeſs, that altho J have in theſe 35 Years 


ulr, and by the 


une Immerſion alſo; and this after a'caretul Inſtructi- 
not them in the Privciples ot Chriſtianity; with the 
dition ot Confirmation at the fame time, as in that 
Urgy eis directed: And altho' T have never my felt 
ped in any publick Worſhip or Practice all this while, 
Mich my Conſcience did not approve; yet in other 
have kept in the Com- 


munion 
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ing ail the Bapriſts Imperfections, of which hereafter 


Tack. 


; n 8 TD 
munion of the Church of England: I mean till ven 11 
lately f When 1 have been in a manner by Force; and Apo 

_ againſt my own Inclination, driven from it by the ber 
Abanaſian Creed. As | had for ſome time forebodei (1 
it would ſo happen. „ | ſery 
_ This Creed ſeems to me too groſs, too heretical, an{Myntoi 
too Anti-chriſtian, even in Fundamentals, to be bons, 
by me or other good Chriſtians any longer. As uni 
Reader may ſee in my laſt halt Sheet. The original her 
tiſmal Creed compar d with the Athana/ian and Fope piu Dr. 
Creeds hereto annexed : where it is obſerved, pag. 4. i be c 
This Athanaſian Creed is much worſe, more heret uin 
* cal, and more horrid in its damnatory Sentence link 
© than the Creed ot Pope Pius it ſelf. And as I h Nö. 
ever ſince Bartholomew Day 1746. gone out e, { 
any Church, whenever that Creed began to be read n 
fo did I on Trinity Sunday laſt 1747. not only go oui bt 
of the Church of Lyndon, but returned no more. Noi , 
indeed dol intend to return to the publick Worſhip uta, 
Church any more, till that Athanaſian Worſhip bead? 
changed, tor a Worſhip more truly Chriſtian ; or ſuci dn 
as is contained in the Apoftulical Conſtitutions, or at leiſi in 
in the forementioned Primitive Liturgy. | this ( 
In this unhappy Caſe, I ſay, I was almoſt forced g. 

go to the Baptiſt Meeting at Morcot, two Miles on cor 
And notwithſtanding the many Imperfections I obſerve bob 
in their Worſhip, of which hereafter, I intend ſtill i Ib 
go to that Meeting, while I am in the Country; till Fo ate 
vidence affords me the happy Opportunity ot uſing m oe 
Primitide Liturgy at Church, or at Home; or of {et hc 
ting up an intire Congregation upon a more comple 9rd 
Primitive Standard. | {1 =- 
But if it be asked of me now. why, upon my deſert de 
ing the publick Worſhip, I chooſe to go to the Ba . 


rather than to any other Party of profeſſed Chriſtian 
among us, my Anſwer is ready; That not withſtand 


take them (meaning the Remonſtrant or General Bay 
tiſts; for I have no A-quainrance with the Calvinitc 
BPariiular Baptiſts t all 9 to be the beſt Chriſtians, bot 


[34 
u Doctrine and Practice, here among us; and the 
rareſt to the primitive Settlements of Chriſt and the 
jnoſtles, of any T have yet met with. To inflance in 
„the rern! Particulars: | 
W (1) The Body of theſe Baptiſts have, in general a 
jery fair Character; and net only from Bp. Burnet. 
ul do in the Hiſtory of his own Time (Vol. iii. pag. 1 167.) 
lays, © They were generally Men of Vertue, and of an 
s e univerſal Charity,” but from the greateſt of their Ad- 
fer aries, I mean the very Honeſt, Learned, and Pious 
Pi Dr. Wall. Whoſe Hiftory of Infaut Baptiſm, not as to 
be controverſial Part; but as to the Facts therein con- 
eren und, ſeems to me moſt accurately done, and may, I 
encen ink, be depended on by the Baptiſts themſelves. 
ae Non with this Dr. Wall I became particularly acquaint- 
out oed, ſoon after I had publiſhed my Primitive Infant Bap- 
read Revi; and went 20 Miles on foot to debate 
50 ou bet Matter with him. He afterwards came up to Len 
„ Non, and had a Conference with Mr. Gale, his Learned 
ſhip af ot2goniſt, My felt, and other Baptiſts, at my Houſe; 
vip bend appear'd to me all along utterly unable to juſtify 
or ſuch melt, in Oppoſition to the Evidence produced by us 
at lei 92inft him. However, Dr. Wall gives the Bapriſts 
this Character: Hiffory of Infant Baptiſm, 2d Edition, 
reed ting. 430. 431. Ihe preſent Bapriſts, ſays he, are as 
les oli commendable as any other fort of Men are, tor a 
ober and grave, quiet and peaceable way ot living : 
1 (ill u Idey proteſs Obedience to Magiſtrates: They 
ill Pro ae particularly commended tor maintaining their 
ing n Lor liberally ; — as allo for paſſing Cenſures upon 
ach Members ot their own Congregation as live diſ- 
ompleaiy erderly: (Ot which laſt ſee pag. 4.53. more largely.) 
— In ſome of the Counties of England, they are 
e moſt numerous of any ſort of Men that do ſe- 
Baptiſm, berate rom the eſtabliſb'd Church: This is chiefly 
un the South-Eaſt Parts, Eſſex, Kent, Suſſex, Surrey, 
ch ſtan & There are very few in thole Parts that make any 


” ® 


teaſten WI, *pararion trom the Church but they. Which is 

al Bi te Occaſion that I, as I am placed in thoſe Parts, 
5 2 \ . 2 , ; 1 

1vioi q ler Shoreham in the County of Kent | have tie more 
. a ; "+ 5 T% : | 


ans, bot minded 


Þ 


— as x 
minded what 1 have read in any ancient Book relati 
to that Queition : &c. And elſewhere, pag. 561, Oy 
thing 1 am perſuaded of, concerning the Antipado 
baptiſts, and that is, that if they were convinc d th 
joining in the publick Service of the Church wete ly 


A «@ A A 


= © ful, and practicable for them, they woul4 join at a bent 
1 ther rate than tome ſhuffling People do now adays. Wl 
be take em generally ro be a cordial, open, and {rail wp 
ba Expreſſers of their Sentiments : &c. If they thong No 
=_ St. Paul's Command of Recei viug one another (Rom. x . 
_ 7) did reach to this Caſe —— they would concludg Fr 
£38 that what God commands us to do, he means we ſhoulM > 
1 do cordially, fincerely, and bona fide: And ther 10 
1 fore, that it his Word do bid us receive one another, h 1 | 
ww © means we ſhould do it entirely? * 
1 And elſewhere, pag. 418. Of the Baptiſts in the L 
* Countrics. 54 
1 One Menno, a Countryman of Frizeland, a M. % 
: # | © of a fober and quiet Temper, that held the Doctel 1 
Pi + -| * of Antipzdobapritts, did diſclaim and proteſt agali E 
WE | the {editions Doftrines and Practices of thofe of Mu "ay 
WE ſter and Batenberg, and taught the Kingdom of {el * 
ö f Chriſt, which they had pretended to ſer up by ata Bran 
38 © nal Force, conſiſted in Patience, Meekneſs, and vulicl Tho 
FE | ning quictly, it Occaſion ſhould be; that one Theod 2 
* | © ric ſucceeded this Menno in the fame Doctrine. Ai 
111 Caſlander ſays, that in his time, which was about ne 
13 _* Years ago, almoſt all that continued the Profeſſion ON 5 
rj - <© that Opinion inthe Belgick Provinces, were Follow Es 
1. bot this Menno; and fo to this Day they generally cn: 
© themſcives MecnunoniftS. He gives them this Characte 5 
Moſt of them do ſhew Signs of a pious Diſpolit a 
« They ſcem wholly rather deſerving of Pity, and e cious 
Information, than of Perſecution, or being undone. bud 
Dor are the Reaſons ot this plain and downright Sia Chri 
rity and Chriſtianity, in the Baptiſts particularly, hal tg 
to be diſcovered. The Beptiſts, even ſeveral of tif d $ 
Teachers, are generally rather of the poorer and 10. | v 
PF ſort of People; efpecially in the Courts. - 
Acts xvii. 3. Husbandmen, or Tradeſmen, or cf " Men 

Conſtitut. ii. 63. ordinary Handicraft: (as were * lf 
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or Elders preach; or ſee their more unlearned Hearers 


ſtians themſelves, over whom they are to preſide, and 
| whom they are to teach; without the Interpoſition ot 


can be admitted; which is the fatal Method of mol 


Impefition of Hands by one or more of their own neigh 


(6.65 


Attention to the Texts of Scripture quoted; with their 
frequent turning to thoſe Texts in their Bibles, to ſe, | 
CINE with the noble Berzans, whether the Things 
Acts xvii. 11. alledg'd be fo or not. Or when 1 hate 
N privately diſeours'd with ſome of their 


Members, about Sacred Matters, even thoſe of a very te 
| low Education, they ſeemed to me | like WM ** 

See Perrin. p. 12. the Old Waldenſes] to know fo much e 
© more of the Chriſtian Religion, and the . t 
Holy Scriptures than the like Members of the eſtabliſh G 
Church, as was greatly to the Honor of theSane, and bar 
Diſhonor of the other, Bp. Barnet knew this ſad St: the 
of Things in the eftabliſh'd Church fo well, that he Oteat- 5 
ly complains, aad I doubt too juſtly alſo, of the fo gener by 
Coldneſs and Carelefineſs of the Clergy of the Church 3 
of England in doing their Duty, in compariſon of the 0: 
- Clergy of other Churches: wheſe Diligence yet ought to 1 
prevent ſuch Ignorance, as is very deplorable. Ses the wy 
admirable Concluſion of his Hiſtory of his own Tin, oy 


the ſmall Edition, pag. 1260 — 1267, 
(3) The Baptiſts ſeem to me to be the only Body df f 
Chriſtian People who rightly conſtitute their three Orders p 


of Eecleſiaſtical Governors, Biſhops, © Presbyters, and ny 
Deacons, and nearly after the Manner Chriſt himſelf p- A 


pointed by his Apoſtles. I mean as choſen by the Chr: 


feenlar Ccurts, or of the Biſhop of Rome; and of late 
«ithour thoſe Burdens laid upon their Conſciences d) 
Subleriptions to falſe or uncertain Articles before they 


other Churches. Theſe Biſhops, Presbyters, and Dil: 
cons, are ſolemnly Ordained with Faſting, and Prayer, and 


bouring Biſhops alſo, atter C:ch a Choice by the People; 


— — 


| Wh; 
which-is rhe known Method of their Conſtitution ſettle 12 
by the Apoftles. See Dr. Vall Hiſtory, pag. 452. 1 65 
his Notes on Acts vi. 3. more largely. The Baptiſts inde. : 
do not call thoſe of their higheſt Order Bishops, as te 8 
certainly are, bur Meſſengers, as John is known to 1 6 "1 

IM. 


(.7.) 


Crs 01 LEA 7:82 Rb #5” 4+ f 3 
zeit i the ſame Order, Angels of the Churches. Apoc. ii. ili. 
ſee, Which ambitious Title the Baprifts modeſtly and pru- 
nes dently avoid. And becauſe Au Angel properly denotes a 
"Wl iſenger, they call their Biſhops Meſſengers only. As 
Tel they truly call the Second Order of their Church Gover- 
l i nors Elder se which is the Engliſh Word for Presbyters ; 
mie BY ind is cheir common Name in all Antiquity. Their 
un BY Third Order they, with the New "Teſtament, and all 
105 Chriſtian Antiquity, truly call Deacons. Nor do the 
10 Baptiſts, any more than the eſtabliſh'd Church, eſtezm 


the other inferior Ranks to be at all ſacred Officers, as 
yet the Apoſtolical Age did: I mean ſuch as the ab- 


ci" Wl Deacons, the Deaconneſſes, the Readers, and the Singers 


10 all gives us an Account, pag. 451. 452. Now of this 
phy * WI Order 1 have my ſelf known Four, and I believe none 
eh of them unworthy of that ſacred Character. Nor is there 


| wanting among the Baptiſts a regard to the proper Qua- 
Tin, "nds of uch as = to be Ordained gs 1 5 
Three Orders. I ſhall give one Inſtance ot my own 
Knowledge, relating to theſe Qualifications. Hr 
tal and the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions agree, 1 Tim. iii. 


ody of 


Ordets 


I 1 and above four Centuries concur with them, 1 22 : 
95 that neither a Biſhop, a Presbyter, nor a Dea- Congitde. 
k wr (a ought to be more than the Husband of ne ii. 2. vi. 17. 
wal Mie, or to be more than once matryed, altho' 
11 liter the modern Churches, nor the Baptiſts, have al- 
ces by . h obſerved this Rule of Primitive Chriſtianity. 1 ſay 
« tbeſ e Trim itive Chriſtianity, even in our Common New 
of moſt Teſament; as has juſt now appear d. Which Primi- 
F Du- rc Chriſtianity alſo forbad either Biſhops, Presbyters, 
er, d Deacons to marry at all, after their Ordination; 
\ nejoh wien.they were uſually about 40 or 50 Years of Age, 
People! konhitwr, vi. 17. Concerning which Matter, Hear Dr. 
\ ſettlegg ail's remarkable Words, in his Critical Note on Tit. i. 6. 
52. and The Greek Church, ſays he, do. ſtill obſerve this Rule 
« inde, of allowing their Clergy to marry but once: ] And 
as the. fa Clergyman's Wife die, do not ſuffer him to mar- 
to f. ! ain And they ſome time before the Council 
th of Nice made for themſelves in reality Chriſt deli- 


. rered to the as farther Rule, That none af- 
2 | - 


ent Wo. Of their higheſt Order Biſhops or Meſſengers. Dr. 
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thele Parts of Europe that admit Members into the 
Church by real Baptiſm, or Immerſion into Water ; I met 


Faith and Promiſes of future Obedience to the Rul 


does evidently require; and the earlieſt Chriſtian f 


and corrupted in other Churches, ro the unſpeaki 


Souls of Men. And I well remember, that When! 


. 18 
2 ter his Orders ſhould marry. This was without any] 
Authority or Command of ¶ the common Bocks of | 

* Scripture: But yet was after that Council (indeed long 
before it] ſo generally obſery'd, that I believe it i 
hard to find in Church Hiſtory an Inſtance of any one 
.<C . . 

* that married after he was in Prieſt Orders, fora thoy. 
s ſand [in reality for above a thouſand four hun. 
* dred| Years before Martin Luther,” Now Mr 

 Killingworth, one of the beſt of the preſent Baptil 
Writers, was ſometime ago pitched upon by the Congre 
gation whereof he was a Member, to be a Deacon. Which 
he refuſed, for this very Reaſon, as he himſelf informed 
me, becauie he had been twice married: As knowing that 
the Conſtitutions, as well as Paul excluded him from any 
ſuch Functions: which Plea was admitted by the Cond 
gregation. While the Church of England allows thei 
very Biſhops to be twice, nay thrice, nay four times mari 
ryed, without any. Impediment to their Epiſcopal Func 
tions. While, in the Days of the Apoſtles, a tour 
Marriage was intirely rejetted, even in the Laity, Con 
ſtitut. 111. 2. And while ſo late as A. D. 901 as Calvi 
ſius inforins us, the Greek Patriarch of Conſtantinopl 
would not admit the Emperor Leo, a Lay Man, into th 
Church, becauſe he had married a fourth Wife. An 
A. D. 920. upon a Conſultation ſuch fourth Marriage 
were there condemned alſo. This is a piece of Licentiou 
neſs, and a Contradiction to the Laws of the Nei 
Teſtament plainly intolerable. 1 
(4-) The Baptiſts are the only Body of Chriſtians 


not till the Perſons are grown up, and inſtructed, « 
make ſuch Renunciations, ſuch Declarations of the 
of the Goſpel, as the Nature of that ſolemn Ordinan 
tiquity atteſts ro. This Rule is prodigiouſly diſgu 
Diſadvanrage of the Chriſtian Religion, and Peril oft 


all was at my Houſe in London, and endeayoure 
5 | — vindicd 


= 75 . . ns 
N 1 


* 9 ee 5 25 — SG,» 
» -o 4a dot a cent, 
| 2 * j * heb I 
_ S : 4 
= 
m_ 


. 
1 
n a. gs," pe 


[:9 ] 

t any ndicate the modern Practice of Infant Baptiſm I ſaid 
s of rely to him, Dr. Vall, You are an excellent good 
(Chriſtian your ſelf, but now are promoting ſuch a Prac- 
tice, as is one of the moſt fatal and pernicious of thoſe 
that have ever been introduc d into Chriſtianity. 
While poor Infants who know nothing of what is done 
to them, by ſprinkling a little Water upon them, are, 
hen they grow up, without any other Qualifications, 
to be eſteemed compleat Members of the Chriſtian 

Church, and to have a Title to all the Privileges of 
Chriſtianity, even to the Lord's-Supper it felt. Now 
ho the Part omitted, or Confirmation, be indeed de- 
kd till the Children are grown up, and er of act 
ig for themſelves, and ought to have ben of principa 

(onfideration, yet is that commonly eſteemed as a ſmall 


Mr; 
aprillf 
ongre⸗ 
Which 
ormed 
ig that 
m any 
e Cond 


dh Matter, in Compariſon of the other. It is, I doubt, 
Func noch oftener omitted than performed: And it is uſually 
ſounli ine in the Church of e in ſuch a Hurry and 
cou Diorder, that it hardly deſerves the Name of a Sacred 
Cahi Ordinance of Chriſtianity. And the Church it ſelf does 


tow require no more, than a Willingneſs and Office of 
Defre of being Confirm d, in order to the Ad- Confirma- 
niſion to the Lord's- Supper. the higheſt In- n. 
ance of Chriſtian Communion, which Confirmation is 
jet almoſt univerſally required by the preſent Baptiſts. 
Nor, by the way, is it a ſmall Recommendation ot Bap- 
tits and other Diſſenters Lord's Supper, that it is free 
tom that intolerable Abuſe of it in the eſtabliſh'd 
church, where alaſs! it is often taken barely as a legal 
Qualification for a ſecular Place in the State! 

6) It Dr. Wall was rightly informed, The Baptiſts 
[Ommonly believe the Milleunium, or Ihe 
Ants living and reigning upon Earth Pag. 440. 
fit) Chriſt a 1000 Years. And certainly 
ley are to be highly commended tor believing what is 
b plain both in the Old aid New Teſtament ; and 


:1n0p! 
nto ti 


Wch in the Days of Juſtiu Martyr, that is almoſt in 
orte Days of the Apoſtles, was believed by all Catholick 
1 iriſtians, See theſe Memoirs, pag. bctcre, and Sa- 
ure 


(ed Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, pig. 431. — 435. 
| 8 Ow (6.) Ihe 
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X07 440. almoſt all the Baptiſts in England do hc 
Jem, mentioned, Act xy. 29. Lo Conſtitut vi. 12. 
and all his Poſterity after the Flood alſo ( Gen, ix 


oblige all Chriſtians. So they will eat of no {ul 
Things. And highly I think are they to be commen 
ed tor obſerving that Law, which I own I have o 
#erved above 50 Years my ſelf, and which is one 


tho grofly and profanely broken by the genenlif 
of People called Chriſtians among us. Of which La 
tee Sir 1/aac Newton's Corollaries to, pag. 1 5. 16. At 


Page 440. ( 7.) Several of the Baptiſts ſeem to be not 


of Happineſs or Miſery before the Day of Judgmenl 


and New Teſtament, and of the earlieſt Chriftian Ant 
quity, as Dr. Vall here largely proves, that tis a gre 
of the Chriſtian Church had loſt it, they preſerved 
Ho firmly J alſo have long believed the ſame See the 
Memoirs, pag. 


mom Creed, even at Church, Not, He deſcended 


Fag. 446. 44) (S.) Some ot the Baptiſts as Dr. Val i 


( 10 ) 


* 


(6.) The ſame Dr. Val informs us 4 


that that Decree of the Apoſtles at Te 
might ture have added that this Law was given to No 


Ot abſtaining from Blood and Things ſtraugled does | 


che plaineſt Laws in either the Old or New Teſtamen 


My Horeb Covenant Reviv'd, pag. 23. 24.2 


—445- Opinion, that there is an intermediate 8. 
and Place between Heaven and Hell, calk 
Hades. Whither our Saviour deſcended when he dye 
and in which the Soul enjoys but an imperiect Deg 7 
ors tr 
ive t. 
int R 
eve : 
Nemiſl 
Ney 
re th 
gina 
duc? 
Ih, b 
in, 

Maftec 
Ken it 


Now this ts fo clearly the Doctrine both of the 0] 


Honor to this part of the Bap:ifts, that when the 1 


N In conſequence of which I hay 
tor ſome time thus repeated that Article in the co 


He'l, but Ee deſcended into Hades. or as it ſtands in n 
Primitive Liturgy, into the Inv//ible World ;, in the ve 
fame Acceprarion. Nor ought the Word Hades, in 
Creed, or elſewhere, to be otherwiſe rendered in a0 
ancient Book whatſoever. Dr. Wall is here full ot 

Complaints tor ſo unjuſt a I ranſlarion. 


forms us, are $14batarians, or Oblervers of ; 
Satin 


De 

ey Sabbath, as well as of the Tord a- Day: which 
. generally obſerve. ; Now if this be done as the 
{Chriſtians did it, without properly reſting thereon; 
4 peculiarly then commemorating God as our Crea- 
ns well as the Creator of the Jews ; they do as 
u Chriſtian Law requires; and as f, in our Family 
notions, ſet down in the Primitive Li- 


IX / ; miri : ; 
8 FAD have long done. Nor is it Impro- om" vi. 
o Nuri inform the Baptiſts here, as well as 1 e 36. 
men er Chriſtians, that when they are wont 


p apply the fourth Commandment, which concerns 
ad the Creator only; to our Lord's Day, which is the 
rncipal Day of Holineſs, and concerns the Reſurrecti- 


eral of Chriſt, our Redeemer only, they greatly miſap- 
bh Laff) if I hope ſome of the Baptiſts are free Tr ſuch 
6, application. | 


0%) Many of the Baptiſts, as Dr. 1:1} ſays, 


24. 2 . 

12 þnot believe Original Sin. And well may Page 448. 
e dul Baptiſt deny ſuch an unaccountable Notion, 
„ca Nev-bora Infants are guilty of Sin: while the 
e dye oy Notion of this Sin, I lay as a Proper din, Was 
Degree ot entirely owing to that Miſtake what fort of Ins 
gen they were that were originally Baptized, Which 1 
he Oe thronghly corrected in my Primitive Infant Bap- 
n An” Rep For thus did Auſtin and his Followers 
a gie ue: All the Church knows that Baptiſm is for the 
the nion of Sins: and all may know that the Baptiſm 
rved New born Infants was introduced in Africa long be- 
6 the e rthe Days of Auſtin : therefore they muſt have had 
haf al Sin to be then forgiven. Juſt as theſe Men ſoon in- 


1! 9 „ - 9 . 
auc d the giving the Communion to ſich little Children 


e CO 
tid it I becanſe that was as neceſſary to Salvation as Bape 
sin M. So fruitful is Error, that one Abſurdity is ſoon 
ne vel ed upon another. And ſo happy have the Baptiſts 
in en cutting up the Foundation of theſe groſs Abſur- 
in ae in Chriſtianity. | 
ot. e th 
=: only Body of Chriſtians (except the Extreme 
Walls hy of the Church of Rome, when all Hopes of Re- 
ery fails,) that in theic Parts of Chriſtendom obſerve 


that 


(19.) The Baptiſts, or rather ſome of them, ſeem to. 


(12) . 
that Sacred Ordinance of Chriſtianity, of Praying oy 


| ins t 
and Anoiniing the Sick with Holy Oil, upon the Conte ears 
ſion of their Sins; and in order to the Forgiveneſ, { great 
che Sins of the ſick Perſon, and their Recovery fta into 
Sickneſs : and which is ſo plain in James v. 14 15. wine 
and the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, viii. 29. and an OH dt, 
for which was preſerved in the firſt and beſt Liturgy Of dice t 
the Church of England, and thence ſtands in my Prim amen. 
tire Common- Prayer- Book at this Day. Of which H :ccor! 
fore in theſe Memoirs, pag. No the great SuccelM theſe 
theſe Prayers and this Unction of the Sick, which I Mr. 
fatisfied has done great Cures, when all other mea 6rmi 
have failed, when it has been duly apply'd by the Ba tir: 
tiſts, ſeems to me ſuch an undenyable Atteſtation to t conic 
Divine Acceptance of the Prayers and Adminiſtratia Bum 
of theſe Baptiſts, as greatly diſpoſes me to deſire nin 
Union with them in other religions Performances a becau 
See Dr. Wall, pag. 446. Where he too ſlightly paſ e tak 
over this important Sclemnity, which appears to me oi v M. 
of the eminent Branches of the Duty of Chriſtian Presbi ton © 
ters at this Day. | y m 

(II.) The n:ore Inquiſitive and Learned Baptiſts, i Prefs 
as Mt. Gale, their moſt Eminent Defender, Mr. H te li 
Wood, now one of their Biſhops or Meflengers in Soutſi ed to 
Carolina, Mr. Sam. Collet, Mr. Killingworth, &c. are muq oe o. 
more willing to examine and receive the principal Bo vio | 
I have fo long and fo zealouſſy ſer my Heart upon, Wer; 
mean the Apofolical Conſtitutions, than any other FanW::m 
of Chriſtians now amongſt us. Tis true, that tho wink 
who firſt publithed theſe Conſtitutions in the laſt Age Wine. 
two, I mean Turriauus, Bovius, and Cotclerius, which been: 
wrote admirable Notes upon them alſo, were Roman Mew. 
tholicks : and that the firſt who thronghiv examination 
and vindicated their laſt Chapter, the Apoffolical #71 te 


Cont 
be ma 
(1d tl 
ils he : 
bt his 

No! 
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vas a very Learned Biſhop of the Church of Englan 
Dr. Beveridge. But ſince theſe Authors publiſhed tic 
Works, both Papiſts and Proteſtants have generally bee 
greatly diſphſed to give them up, or to let them!)! 
O'curicy (1 muſt except the moſt Learned Youth that 
was among the German Proteſtants, Mr. Baraivr, . 


has very lately written in Vindication of them: * 


+ .4 


013] 5 
19 throughly aware how much they differ from the pre- 


\ 


ole feat Settlements of their ſeveral Churches, and how much 

eſs greater Alterations than they deſire they would introduce 

fta mo them, if, upon Examination they ſhould prove ge- 

5. mine, as 1 am fully ſatisfied they will. While the Bap- 

Ot :its, who have no ſuch worldly Eftabliſhments to preju- 

roy WY tice them, ſeem. to me always more ready to examine and 
Prin ancod than any other Party of Chriſtians among us: and 

ch bY :ccording'y are not fo utterly averſe to the receiving 

ce theſe Conititutions as the reſt are. Thus the Learned 

\ 1 a Mr. Gale, who was fo very hearty and indefatigable in 
mean forming and ſupporting our Society for prowoting Primi- 

e Ball tie Chriſtianity, in which he was our Chairman for a 
ro ti conſiderable Time alſo, was particularly deſirous of that 

ration Examination, as I have heard him fay, in order to deter- 

fire nin whether thoſe Conſtitutions were genuine or not; 

es al becauſe, as he obſerv'd, © It they proved fo, they would 
pal take away almoſt all Diſputes among Chriſtians.” As 

me on to Mr. Heywood, he wrote an intire and learned Vindica- 

Prey tion of thein, before he went to Carolina; which I had 


by me a great while, and which he deſigned for the 
Prefs: had not the ProſpeCt of too great Expence, with 
the litte Hopes of a conſiderable Sale, which I repreſent- 
« to him, deter'd him from it. As for Mr. Sam. Collet, 
e much one of the beſt Baptiſts and Chriſtians I ever gs. and 
tho has written and publiſh'd excellent Comments on 
freral of the Epiſtles. He was fo zealous in promoting 'W 1 
Lxzmination in our Society, that he has told me, He = 
inks he never miſt us one ſingle Day of our Meer- Jas 
Age e. As for Mr. Killingworth, his regard for them has 15 


bich k been already noted, and appears more fully in his laſt 1 

an brew Remarke, pay 81. 82.1 ] || 6 18 
nan ew d Remarke, pag. 79, 80, 81. 82. in the large Quo- — 

amine aba made from them. I ſhall only intimate one more 1 

| 1 c | i= 

Cann their preſent Elders, who upon the peruſal of theſe 14 

nga Coniticur) igh d the Principal Objecti 4 
11 itutjons, rightly urged the Principa bjeëtion to 1 
1ed cle 


de made againſt them, that They are too god for ts: 11182 
bid that We will not be o god as that Bock would have 1148 
em 2 as I have el:ewhere quoted that judicious Say ing we 
Ui his. 


er, . Nor thall I ſcruple to add the Teſtimony of the famous — 
J ny Tho, Emyn, another of our Chairn.en in thar So- FF 


C 


; clety | 


9 | i 141 


ciety, (which Society did not continue long enough 1 


* examin thoſe Conſtitutions, as was all along intended 
| 1 This Mr. Emlyz would have joined with the Baptiſts, 2 ”* 
. we ſhall fee hereafter. Now, tho' his Sacred Studies h. . 
3 deed, and great Critical Sagacity in them had almoſt al. ac 
4 ways been confined to the known Books of the Nen ub 
| Teſtament ; Yet did he, a little before he dyed, peruſ lt 
—_ Bp. Beveridge's Vindication of the Apoſtolical Cans 1 
1 and could only allege, as he ſaid to me, that Ther 5 
= < was ſomewhat to be ſaid againſt his Evidence, as in p : 
= deed there is always ſomewhat to be ſaid againſt all Evil ** 
_ dence, excepting what is ſtrictly Mathemarical. T 
= And, by the way, What great Pity it is that fo ven 15 
"x great, good, and religious Perſons, as Archbp. Ul "> 
18 among the Churchmen ; Mr. Baxter among the Pregby - 
_ terians; Mr. Grantham among the Baptiſts ; nay Tron 
_ | a-Kempis among the Papiſts themſelves, ſhould, in ſever; 1 
8 Points, be in conſiderable Errors, meerly for want 4* 
| khat great Light, and Direction in Chriſtianity, which the * 
5 1 14 Conſtitutions would have afforded them, and which the 8 
| j Y have long afforded me, to my greateſt Satisfaction! * 
bl S | Having now given my Reaſons why I preſer the Bap 
i 4 tiſts before any other Party of Chriſtians among us 1 
þ 3 | beg leave, my Brethren, to ſuggeſt to you freely an " 
TY friendly what Imperſections I obſerve in your preſent Ni Now 
NS tions, and Ways of Worthip, in order to your Conſide pub 
1 zation of them: and, it you find them to be InpHĩñn *** 
ions, your Amendment ot the ſame, Which I ratht * 
= : fre 
T8 expect from you than from any other Party among Us 
1 and which 1 hope you will take kindly at my Hand . 
„ Which Imperfectious, it they were once remov'd, I pr. 6 
is. | mile to my felt great Happineſs in my coming over! In 
pon; and to your ſeives great Satisfaction: and I ip ( 
5 you will then prove the happy Forerunners of the Reſte bh 
1 ration of God's ancient People the Jews, and of tit 75 
| Kingdom of the Meſſiah which I expect ſoon to be {et Ul 6 
in the World. And fo far, I know concerning Lou, f Bu 
Brethren of the Baptiſts, that the greateſt Man our N Ay 
tion ever b:ed, Sir-1/aac Newton, my Predeceflor at Cal i 
bridec, who with me looked for thoſe happy Times Gy 0 
to incline to ſuppoſe the Euſebians and Baptiſts, 1 0 m 


” withſtand! 
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withſtanding their preſent low Eſtate, to be the 2o fa- 
mous Witneſſes in the Revelation againſt Popery and An- 


its, if ichriſtianim; and there compared to 20 Olive 7 res, 
es u and Two Candleſticłs, ftanding before the Lord of the 
** vhole Earth; and who, in Prophetick Language, are at 
> New 


uſt to Hear a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, Come up hither : 
and are then to: Aſcend up to Heaven in a Cloud, in the 
dicht of their Enemies. Chap. xi. 4. 12. Tho' I con- 
eſs, notwithſtanding I own my ſelf to be both an Euſe- 
tian and a Baptiſt, I have no ſuch Opinion, or Expecta- 
tion, 
I verily believe that the Remains of the Old Walden- 


peruſe 
Canons 
Ther 
as in 
11 El 


97 Ls and Albigenſes, whom we call the Vaudois, are thoſe 
. / 7:25 Witneſſes. Nor does it appear that they were ever 
— fond of the Athanaſian Doctrines, nor that they were 


nuch diſpoſed to baptize Children in their Infancy. On 
which Accounts I the more readily believe them to be 
b. See my Eſſay on the Revelation, 2d Edition, pag. 
134 — 242. 

Some ot the principal ImperfeFions which I find 
among ſeveral of the Baptiſt Congregations are theſe, 


 ſevera 
vant 
ch the 
ch the 


N | 


i Da (i.) Our Lord's own Prayer it ſelf is frequently omit- 
1 I ted in their Publick Worſhip. | | 
I (2 The Reading the Scriptures, both of the Old and 


New Teſtament, is alſo frequently omitted in the fame 
Publick Worſhip. | | 
| (3.) The Singing P/alms and Hymns to God and Chriſt, 
is frequently omitted there allo. 

(4.) In the Solemnity of Baptiſm it ſelf none of the 
baptiſts uſe the Trine Immerſion, but dip only once. 


Conſide 
mperjtl 
[ rathd 
ong us 


ö Hand 


; 11 60 In the ſame Solemnity ſome few of them omar the 

; 1 hot ing on of Hands tor Confirmation. : | 2 W | 

ie Reltd (6.) In the Celebration of the Lord s-Supper none of 15 

| of l bn 2 Water with the Wine in the Cup, but uſe. [2% 
„Vic only, | 15 

5 (7.) They almoſt all of them require ſuch as hav: it | 

| dub been Baptized in Infancy, or by Sprinkling to be Re- il 5 

at Cat laptixed, before they admit them to the Communion. = 

c:mes, As to every one ot which ImperfeEtions, I have alrea- il 


ly ſet down ſome plain Texts of Scripture, which ſeem 


ſts, ne | i 
1itandl lo me to ſhew them to be Iraperfections, and ſhall enlarge q 
| 1 5 C2 ſomewhat 
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or detective alio. 


As to the i Imperfe 


certain that ou 


Matt. vi. 9.—13. 
2. 3. 
Conſtitut. vii. 44. 


. Pag. 446. 


Luk. iv. 16.— 20. 


AQ, xv 21. 


xiii. 27. 


ili 18. 


tioch in Piſidia: 
the very Days ot the Apoſtles, a 


E 
ſomewhat more, and ſpeak my Mind freely and candid. 
ly about them all in this Place. Not mentioning ſeveral 
other Things in which, from the raſi Admiſſion of the 
impure Book of Conticles, and the unhappy Contempt 
of thoſe excellent Books called Apocrypha, in the Old 
JTeſtament; together with the want of the Knowledge 
of the Apoſtolical Writings, beſides thoſe in our com- 
mon New Teſtament, the Bapriſts, as well as other Chri- 
ſtians, eſpecially the Froteſtants, are greatly miſtaken, 


crion, the frequent Omiſſion of 
our Lords own Prayer, and ſo appearing to prefer the 
Preachers particular Com poſition before it: while it 5 
r Lord was himſelt the Author of this 
Prayer, and commanded Chriſtians to 
uſe it, while every Perſon that was Bap- 
tized was obliged ſolemnly to ſtand up 
| and repeat it, afloon as ever he was 
come out of the Water of Baptiſm ; and firit allowed x 
jay Abba Father: And while almoſt every ancient L- 
4 turgy, now known, requires it to be uſed at the Lord's 
Supper alto: This Omiſſion ſeems to me entirely gronnd- 
leſs, and ſuch a Contempt of our Saviour himſelf as 1s 
almoſt incredible among Chriſtians. Dr. 
Wall aſſures us, that tho' many of them 
| do reject the uſe of the Lord's Prayet, 
yet does he know that ſome of em, and believe that moll 
of 'em do both uſe it, and teach their Children to uſe i. 
As to the ſecoud Imperſection, the Omiſſion af 
the publick Reading the Scriptures in any Baptiſt Ab 
ſemblies; while they know that Chriſt was himſelk a 
Reader in the Synagogne of Nazareth; 
while they know that Moſes, in tie 
Days of the Apoſtles, had in every Gi 
them that preached him, and was fed 
in their Synagogues every Sabbath D9 
While they know that it was not til 
\ After the Reading of the Law and itt 
Prophets, that Paul preached at Any 
While they may caſily know, that in 
:d long after ward, * 
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131 diſtinct Officer in Chriſtian Congregations called a 
aer, and that he was to read the Books 


{the Fudges, and of the Kings, and of 
Chronicles, and tha e written after the Return from 
þ Captivity * And beſides theſe the Books of Fob, and 
Solomon, and of the Sixteen Prophets with the Aus 
the Apoſtles, and the Epiſtles of Paul That atter this 
Deacon, or a Presbyter, was to read the Four Geſpels; 
nd all this before the Sermon began. So that upon what 
Fetence all this is frequently omitted I cannot poſſibly 
gin. And indeed this ſeems ſo novel a Thing, even 
mong the Baptiſts, that Dr. Wall appears never to have 
ard of it. For among his nice Enumeration of their 
Iodtrines and Practices, Book ii. Chap 8. he makes no 
hention at all of it. 
As to the third Imperfection, the Omiſſion of Sing- 
Palms, while they know Paul directs Chriſtians to 
in Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spiritual 
ns; and may eaſily know that the Eph. v. 19. 
ry particular Pſalms for the Mornigg Coloſ. iii. 16, 
rice, the LXIIId. for the Evening Conſtitut. 
nice, the CXLIRt. and for the Lord's . 59. 
upper, the XXXI Vch were particularly * 132 
termined, and are fer down diſtinctly in the Apoſtolical 
mnſticurions. And that in the Apoſtolical Age, and 
In? afterwards, there was a diſtin&t Officer in Chriſtian 
mgregations called a ger, who between the Leſſons 
Ken out of the Old and out of the New 1 
ellement, was to Sing the Hymns of Da- ii. 57. 
and the People were to join at the Con- 
Won of the Verſes. This Omiſſion allo ſeems to me in- 
ly groundleſs; and to be almoſt incredible in any 
iriſtian Congregation. And Dr. Wall allows, that tho? 
merly ſome of them were againſt it, yet is that Humor 
i ate in a great degree worn off; and the Practice of 
ging David's Pſalms, and in the Way that other People 
" has generally obt in'd among them. pag. 445. 446. 
b for the groſs Abuſes of the Cathedral Singing, and 
Moby; or Vain Repttitions therein, fo juſtly expoſed 
Mr. Grantham, Book IId. Chap. 8. Se tion 3. Pag. 
| | 105, 


a” 


t Moſes, and of Foſbua the Sou of Nun, Conſtitut. ii. 35 
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105. 196. 107. I do not pretend to vindicate then, 
As to the /ourth Impertection, the ute of a Angle In 
mer/i01, inſtead of a diſtinct Immerſion at the giſtins 
Names of the Father, the Son, and tie Holy Ghoſt, j 
Baptiſm, This is ſo contrary to the Practice of all Chr 
ſtian Antiquity, and ſo ſtrange for Baptiſts, who u ul 
make Paul's Catalggue of Fundamentals in Heb, vi. 1, 
their own, and their only Catalogue of Fundamente 
alſo, without the Proteffion of the Beliet whereof the 
| Baptize none: One of which Fundamentals is The Di 
trine of Bapt:\ms or Immerſions in the Plural Numbe 
and can belong to nothing elſe, that I know of, butt 
the three Immerſions of Baptiſm. While they may cſi 
| know, that, except the pretended ſingle Immerſion « 
Eunomins, about 400, and the leave given by Po 
Gre:07y to ſome People in Spain about 600 Tears aft 
Chriſt, there hardly appears any other Method of Bar 
tim in the whole Chriſtian Church but that of the Tri 
Immerſion, till very late Ages. See Dr. Wall, pag. 46 
— 482, who is heartily tor Immerſion ; and confeſſest 
general Uſe of the Trine Immerſion alfo. | 
The fifth Imperfedtion is this, that ſome few of the Bar 
tilts omit the Inpoſition of Hands or Confirmation, imme 
diacely after the Baptiſms or Immerſions are over. This C 
Frmation is a Thing of great Conſequence, and in a man 
ner eſſential to compleat Baptiſm, Inſomuch that tho in th 
Diys of the Apoſtles a Deacon could miniſterially perior 
the Immerſions, he was never allowed to perform the In 
tien of Hands in Confirmation, Act. viii. 5.—17, C 
ſtitut viii, 46. With this Inpgſition of Hands in C 
firmation was originally join'd Chriſnal 
See Dr. Wall, on, or the Anointing the Perſon Baptii 
pag. 486, Ke. with Holy Ointment; which was calle 
* vn. the Seal of the Covenants, and is ff 
. quently alluded to by Paul, and JW 
Eph. i. 13. 14. and others of the Ancients. | 
iv. 30. Now what renders this Omiſſion 
1 Joh. 1-29.27 Inpoſtion of Hands fo ſtrange in Bapil 
. is its known Place in their own forems 
tioned Catalogue of Furdamentals, Heb. vi. 2. We 
after the Doctrine of Baptiſms: or Iimmerſious, 2 


J 
Lying on of Hands: Which moſt naturally means this 


Ving on of Hands in Confirmation, and nothing elſe. 
As to the Sxth Imperfection above-mentioned I 


jem. 
vole In 


ili | | | | | 
0 nean the Baptiſts Omiſſion ot the Mixture of # ater 
uh wine in the Lord's Supper: This is indeed not pe- 
u ul ear to the Baptiſts or other Diſſenters, but of late 


b crept into the foreign Proteſtant Churches, nay into 
we Church of England it ſelf. I ſay of late only, as to 


25 


menta 

of the ae Chur ch of England in particular; becauſe it is cer- 
he Da nin it was not omitted in her firſt and beſt Liturgy, or 
\umbeWCommon-trayer Book ot King Edward VIth. And 
but (Mit vas hardly, I believe, ever omitted in any Chriſtian 
y call church till the Days of Calvin. And ſince our com- 
lion non New Teſtament ſtrongly ſupports it, by rever 
y kopf tung the Sacred Elements Bread and Wine, but the 
S Ad and the Cup. As we find it does no fewer than ele- 
of hafen Times already ſet down, while all Antiquity is 
1e Trinficlesr chat what was in the Cup was not bare Wine, 
x; 4508 but a Mixture of Water and Wine together. As it is 
eſſest 


expreſs in the Original Form, that Chriſt 

mſelt ixed the Cup of Nins and Water. Conſtitut viii. 12. 
Nor is the myſtical Meaning of this Mix- 

ure obſcure : It being evidently a Memorial of that 
lad and Water which John ſaw come 


he Ba 
„imme 


his C 


e ot our Savior's Side, at his Cruci- Joh. xix. 34. 35. 
ir F : ixion ; and of which he takes great on 
1 Notice in his Firſt Epiſtle. How an e 


roteſtants can reproach the Papiſts, who however 


15 9 ngh:ly mix Wine and Water in the Lord's Supper, 
final ach the Denyal of the Cup to the Laity, while they 
3aprine like away one half of the ſame Cup, both from the 
s call dergy and Laity, I cannot imagin. Nor can I at all 
is ecule Mr. King of Exeter, afterwards Lord King, 


hen, in his famous Account of the Primitive Worſhip, 
e ventures, not only to conceal from his Ergliſh 
Reader in his Verſion, what his Greek Citations in the 


1d Fab 
liſſion 


foreme Water, but once directly cmirs the Mention of the Va- 
Wie e eren in 2 Greek Citation in he Margin when that 
, follo Word was extant in the Text ot the nuthor hunſelt. 
La) He 


Bapril Margin affirm, concerning this Mixture o Wine and 
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Ages any thing more than ine in the Cup ot the Lon 
4 Supper As indeed our Church Catechiſm mal 
the Catechumens believe the ſame; when Und 


of our preſent Churches, and Parties! And fo great 


h ving Recourſe tO the Original Recor ot Primiti 


my felt, tho' I have been a true Baptiſt both in Prin 


as I have been informed, would they ſome Years ag 


Mr. Th... Enlyn, my 1atimate Friend, thereto ; beca 


that One of the beſt Preachers and beſt Chriſtians tl 
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He not daring, it ſeems, to let his unlearned Reade 


among the Diſſenters know; that there was in the f nk 


tak 
Tin 
our 
to | 
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deſi 
add 
this. 
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call 
ere] 
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Hans 


Iito 3 
and ( 
ed, 


the Queſtion, M hat is the outward Part or Sign of 1 
Lord's Supper ꝰ. The Anſwer to be made is this, Bry 
aud Wine, which the Lord hath commanded to be recein 
Such is ſometimes the groſs Ignorance or Preyaricai 


the Neceſſity of leaving our modern Guides, and | 


Chrittianity ! 

As to the /eventh Imperfection, already named, t 
Baptiſts do almoſt all ot them require thoſe that ha 
been Baptized in their Infancy, or at any time witho 
Dipping, to be Re-biptized, before they admit them 
tull Communion, becauſe they do not allow either $rinl 
liug or Afﬀiyion to be Baptiſm, nor that Young Inf 
are proper Subjects df Baptiſm. Now. I perceive that 


ple and Practice theſe 35 Years, and have written f 
them long ago,” am not capable, by their general RU 
to be admitted to the Communion with them. Nd 


upon Application, admit ſo extraordinary a Perſon 


he was not willing to be Re-baptized. I fay, by tht 
General Rule only: For I contels I am alſo inform 


Baptiſts ever had, I nean Mr. James Foſter, has 
late gotten clear of this Scruple, and will admit fut 
as Mr. Emlyn or My ſelf to the Holy Commun 
without Re baptization. Now, in order to have t 
Rlatter cleared up when I wrote my Argument, l. 


1714. in De:ence of Diſſemers Baptiſm, and other H Zu 
cred Adminiftration which is herero annexed.; WW th 
Upon che admiſſion of their Paſtors being really Ger 
gymen, as I take them to be, (lor as to any Sacerud lere 
ats done by One oi the Laity, or even by 4 1 * 
100100" 


E 
calf himſelf, I could not vindicate them) [which Paper, as I 
he f take it, put an End to a terrible Diſpute raiſed at that 
Lon Time] 1 fay I then conſider' d this Matter diſtinctly; and 


mak orning Baptiſm without Dipping, or before Inſtruction, | 
Und to be enrirely wrong, and utterly irregular, yet did 1 


of deem them ſo far real Baptiſms, that they ought not to 
„be repeated. To which Paper I refer my Readers that 
recti dclire more compleat Satisfaction. What I ſhall here 
nicaud add farther is three ſhort Oblervations : The /r/# is 


great this, That I believe the Chriſtian Religion is fo far a 


and Law of Liberty, as not to lay fo mighty 
init 4 Streſs upon Things ritual and poſitive, Jam. i. 25. 
is this Re-baptization amounts to; eſpe- 5 

ed, M dy where thoſe that are concern'd have acted ſin- 
ar ha ccrely, and out of a miſtaken Perſuaſion only, and not 
withoM "fully broken into any Divine Appointments See 
chem MW Horeb Covenant Reviv'd, pag. i. — 14. The ſecond Ob- 
ration is this, That proper Re-haptizaiion among 


r rin 3 ; 
| th Chriſtians is ſtrongly forbidden in the Apo- 

re that folical Conſtitutions and Canons, as a Conf: vi. 15. 
Prin 0 Afiront upon Chriſt, and his Religi- Can. xlvii. 


itten f 
al Rul 
n. No 
ars ag 
*erſon 4 
becau 
by the 


, I | 
in forme 


on to hope that all ſuch irregular Acts as Sprinkling, of 
Afuſion done in the Sincerity of Mens Hearts, it the 
Doctrine be not Heretical, will be mercitully accepted 
ly God, as was the Irregularities in Hezekiah's Paſſo- 
(cr, already ſpecifyed. And Note withal, from Ax. 


* T ranſgreſſion was paſſea over, while a voluntary Oe 
das molt ſeverely puniſhed. | Had the Baptizers been real 


_ lereticks, contradicting ſome of the Fundamentals ot the 
6 | 1 Uriſtian Religion, ſuch as I am ſatistyed both the Soci- 
uy ans and Athanaſians are; and had they withal Baptized 
nmun 


have | and Canon alteady quoted, would certainly have juiti- 
ut, R. Nec, if nor required ſuch Re- baptization. 3 
other A but gnce our common Crecd, uſed always in Bapti m 
ed; e Church of England, and I ſuppoſe commonly by 
ally Cle Mther Churches alſo, tho' a very poor one, is uo way 
aceroueictical, but an honeſt Catholick Crecd, or Conteſſion 
a Dea the Ch iſtian Faith, I do not ſee any Neceſſity tor 


hin Re-baptization, Nay there is a Caſe in pietty 


carly 


n. The third Obſervation is this, Ihat theie is rea- 


compared with v. 16. — 20. How eagly an involunta- 


oa docinian or Athanaſian Creed. I he Contiitutions | 


F-3z þ 
early Antiquity, which demonſtrates, that one of th, 
beſt and moſt learned Biſhops of that Time, durſt ng 
even then venture upon ſuch a Re-baptizarion. Take 

the Account, as ſet down by me from the great Euſchin 
Hiſt, Eccl. vii, 9. in my Sacred Hiftory of the New Tips 

ment, at A. D. 257. pag. 539. as follows. : 
From Cephro Dionyſius of Alexandria wrote 1. 
Pope Sixtus, concerning the Re- baptization of Her 
ricks : [which in general he rightly approved of:]j 
which he gives us a remarkable Relation of one par 
cular Inſtance, which was of a Man of his Congtege 
tion, who had formerly received his Baptiſm from He 
reticks, and now deſired to receive Catholick Baptiſm 
But ae durſt not admit him to it, becauſe he had bee 
many Years in the Claſs ot the Faithful, and a confir 
Receiver of the Euchariſt, judging that his long Con 
munion with the Church might be equivalent with Bar 
tiſm.“ Nor have I met with any Inſtance in the li 

early Antiquity, on the other Side. 5 | 

As for thoſe few Bapriſts that, not content with th 
Addition of Iinpoſition of Hands in Confirmation on thi 
that have never yet been Confirmed, which is highl 
proper, and greatly deſired by the beſt Men both intl 

Church and out of it: (Of which fee Dr. Wall, pa 
447. 487. 488.) but are ſtill fond of Re-baptization; b 
_ cauſe they imagin their own Party, and they only flag 
in no need of it; I muſt freely tell them, that in ſuchſ 
. Caſe they muſt themſelves be Re-baptized alſo, becai 
they have been Dip'd or Baptized but once ; whereas 
molt certain, that if we go to the Rigor of the orig 
Law, Chriſtian Baptiſm requires the Trine Inmerjut 
{ might add here an eighth and ninth Iinperfection am 
the Baptiſts, which I take to be no ſmall Ones neltiq 

I mean that they ſufter Deacons, nay Lay Teaches 
put up the ſolemn publick Prayers of their Congregat! 

to Almighty God, contrary to the original Lavs 
Chrittiznity, Conſtitut. iii. 20. vii. 26. viii, Pal 
Not that 1 at all blame the Baptiſts for allowing ti 
Deacons, nay their Laity to Preach, when they v 
Presbyters, or a Biſhop, and they are fit for teach 
which is directly admitted in the Conſtitutions . 
aid was practiſed in the Primitive Church, as 7 | 
of 


a A A A A a aA a A _@a 


£23 


own in the Caſe of Origen Euſeb. Hiſt, Eccl. vi. 19. 


of the 

| va But becauſe they allow them to put up the ſolemn pub- 
Take ck Prayers and Thankſgivings of the Church to God, 

uſebin with the Delivery of the ſolemn Bleſſing from God; 

76 ghich I take to be utterly irregular, and never permit- 


rote to 


ted in the firſt Ages, and what ought to be corrected. 


That this is permitted among them I can my ſelf wit- 


nes ; becauſe I once heard their moſt Learned Vindica- 


Her a 

of Jj ur Mr. Gale, who was never Ordained ſo much as a 
e part presbyter, put up ſuch publick Prayers, as well as Preach 

ngenne Congregation of Baptiſts in London many Years ago. 


They alſo ſuffer many of their followers to delay their 


om He 

aptiſm Baptiſm too long, nay ſometimes to die before they re- 
ad bee cee it; and by conſequence before they ever receive the 
conta Holy Communion, which is never given to one Un- bap- 
g Con ted; and yet is equally neceſſary to Salvation with Bap- 
ich Pein it ſelf. This 1s, I believe, one of the grand Com- 
tc [ſaints of the moſt religious among the Baptiſt Meſſengers 


ind Elders, And it ariſes partly from their not having 


with y certain fixed Time for their Catechetick Inſtruction 
on ta belore Baptiſm, and for their Baptiſm upon it; ſuch as 
is fiele firſt Chriſtians had before Eaſter, and 2; 

th te Nicht immediately preceding Eaſter- Conſtitut. 

% Dey: When all that were ready and diſ- v. 13. 19. 
tion ; bed for Baptiſm were ſolemnly Bap- 

nly 0: ted: which ought to be imitated by the Bapt iſts. 
in uch Honerer this Complaint is not a New One; but as old 
„ beca the Apoſtolick Age; and 1s earneſtly caution'd againſt 
Heress In the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions themſelves vi. 15 © He 


that, out of Contempt, will not be Baptized, ſhall be 
condemn'd as an Unbelierer, and ſhall be reproach'd as 
| ungrateful and fooliſh, For the Lord fays 

Except a Man be Baptized [or Born again] Joh. iii. 5. 


e orig 
mer /in 
%% amo 
3 neithe 


eacher Li Water and of the Spirit, he fhall by no 
rege ans enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, And ag un, 
| Laws that believeth and is Baptized ſhall be 


in. Pa ed ; but he that believeth not ſhall le Mar. xvi. 16. 
wing 0. ©2dc1mned But he that ſays, When 

they . | am dying I will be Baptized; l:fl 1 ſhould fir and 
 teachuil elle my Baptiſm,” the ſime is ignorant of God, 


as 180 


kn 


end forgetful of his own Nature, For, Do ag: th0's 
| D 2 | delay 
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© delay to turn unto the Lord; for thou 


- with any Society of Chriſtians on that Account, fo am I 


Forms out of a Book, being, I confeſs, of no Authority, 


\ by 1 We. 1 
8 12 * = 8 * 8 7 * 18 0 . 
«A on. CORY ST POTTY 


* knoweft not what the next Day will Eceluſ. v. 3. 
* bring forth 8 Prov. xxvii. 1, 
As to the Baptiſts or other Diſſenters 
not uſing fer Forms of Prayer, but truſting themſelyes 
to a kind of extempore Compoſitions, even in the Solem. 
nities of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, which will al- 
ways partake of the greater or leſſer Abilities of him that 
offictates, I {ay little. For tho' I my ſelf join moſt in. 
rently in a known Form, and have never, in the ancient | 
Records, cither of the Old or New Teſtament, met with | 
Pablick Worſhip truſted to ſuch extempore Prayers; | 
yet do I find all thoſe Sacred Forms to have been 
either of Prophetick, or Apoſtolick, if not rather, in 
great meaſure, of our Saviour's own Divine Compoſition, } 
and none of them of bare human Original: as are a great 
Fe of cul modern Liturgies or Forms of Devotion, as | 
well as the Compoſitions of thoſe who avoid ſuch Forms. 
So that As I have no direct Scruple as to my own joining 


more concern'd to join with ſuch as ſeem moſt in earneſt] 
in their publick Worſhip, tho' the Manner be 1mpertet,} 
than with the moſt pompous and molt regular Obſerrati- 
on of Forms and Ceremonies without it. The Reading 


bur owing to the Lazineſs of the modern Clergy only, in 
not getting their Prayers by Heart. Nor did I refuſe oY 
ſtay Aug. 2d. at Morcot, during the Celebration of the] 
Lord's Supper, withcut a Form, which was very gravely 
and very much to the Edification of the Congregation 
performed by the Elder that officiated ; and duly diftri-Y' 
buted by the Deacons ; with a Collection for the Toon 
tho I was not admitted to partake of it my ſelf. At] 
which I took no Offence : becauſe I knew the Baptiſts aro 
not at preſent ſatisfyed in giving it to any but thol 
Baptized by Immerſion. 5 3 

Theſe are the principal Things I deſire, in an amicable 
Manner, to ſuggeſt to the Baptiſts; and concerns 
which I am willing to enter into friendly Debates uu 
any of their Teachers, or Learned Hearers, in order to; 


a. our more perictt Diſcovery of Truth and mr 1 
D 


1 


* 


3 25 3 
wn; and reſtoring Primitive Chriſtianity i 

Fad, 2 ED g Primitive Chriſtianity in the 
[ conclude, with this additional Reflection. 8 
1a the Horrible Athanaſian Creed ar c 8 A ey 
ne to the Baptiſts, ſo ſhould I think it one 3 I J Mijn 
ppards he Church of England's adigiſſion of Primi Ny 
dritianity, if her Archbiſhops and Biſhops would but 
- he _ uſe of oy Creed in their own Chapter: 
nd thereby recommend its Omi f 5 
Tn, miſſion to all cheir Subor- 
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THE 
Thi 
Orizival Bapriſmal CREED 
Comrarnzy WITH THE | h 
Athonafian and Pope Pins's Creeds, | kt 


6 HP A 


The BAPTISMAI CrzED. Conſtit. VII. 4r. 


N 
1 Believe, and am baptized into one unbegotten Being ber 
the only true God Almighty, the Father of Chi Ghſt 
the Creator and Maker of all "Things, from whom are a po 
Things. And into the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his only be e þ 
gotten Son, the firſt born of the whole Creation ; hq n. 
defore the Ages was begotten by the good Pleaſure of th Holy 
Father : By "whom all Things were made, both thoſe i B 
Heaven, and thoſe on Ear th, viſible and inviſible : Wi@MF:h: 
jn the laſt Days deſcended from Heaven, and took Fleer 
and was born of the holy Virgin Mary, and did come Ibe 
| holily, according to the Laws of his God and Fate ty. 
and was Lracified under Pontius Pilate, and died for i - 
and roſe again from the Dead, after his Paſſion, the this the 
Day, and aſcended into the Heavens, and ſitteth on t Holy 
Right- hand of the Father, and again is to come at ti Th, 
End of the World with Glorv, to judge the Quick an bu u 
the Dead; of whoſe Kingdom there ſhall be no Ene Gh 
And lam ba pt ized into the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforteſ Th 
who wrought in all the Saints from the Beginning of t (ble, 
World,; but was afterwards ſent to the Apoſtles by ti ible : 
Farher, according to the Promiſe of our Saviour and Laco 
Jo (as Chriſt, And after the Apoſtles, to all thoſe t Th: 
elicve 13 rhe holy Catholic Church; into the Reſurroct Vn et 
on of the  F] &ſh ; and into the Remiſſion of Sins; and WGhog 
to the Kingdom ef Heaven; and into the Life « And 


v 


c ſy Athanaſian Cy ced. 


Onicunque vult. 
V Hoſoever will be fa- 
ved: before all 


ſkinos it is neceſſar that 
hold the Catholic Faith. 
Which Faith, except eve- 
none do keep whole and 
ndefiled : without Doubt he 


41. 


Being 


Chriltf 


are al 


nly bel] 


13 wh( 
> of the 
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no Ene 
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hall periſh everlaſtingly. 


And the Catholic Faith 


s this: that we Worſhip 


m God in Trinity, and 


Iinity in Unity 3 
Neicker confounding the 
Ferſons : nor dividing the 


Joubſtance. 


For there is one Perſon of 

tie Father, another of the 
MM: and another of the 
foly Ghoſt. * 

But the Godhead of the 
Father, of the Son, and of 
tic Holy Ghoſt, is all one: 
The Glory equal, the Ma- 
fly co- eternal. 
duch as the Father is, ſuch 
$the Son: and ſuch is the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

The Father uncreate, the 
vn uncreate: and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt uncreate. | 

The Father incomprehen- 
lble, the Son incomprehen- 
ſble: and the Holy Ghoſt 
comprehenſible. 

he Father eternal, the 

0 eterna!: and the Holy 

bolt eternal. 

And yet they are not 

| three 


_ Pope Pius's Creed: 


JN. do believe with a firm 
1 Faith, and profeſs all 


and fingular the Articles 


that are contained in the 
Confeſſion of Faith which 


the Holy Roman Church 


uſeth : that is to ſay, 

I believe in one God the 
Father Almighty: Maker 
of Heaven and Earth, and 
of all Things viſible and in- 
viſible. And in one Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the only be- 
gotten Son ot God, who was 
begotten of the Father be- 
fore all Ages: God of God; 


Light of Light; very God 


of very God; begotten not 
made; being of the ſame 
Subſtance with the Father; 
by whom all Things were 
made. Who for us Men, 
and for our Salvation de- 
ſcended from the Heavens, 
and was incarnate by the 
Holy Ghoſt, of the Virgin 
Mary, and was made Man. 
He was alſo crucified for us, 
and ſuffered under Pontius 
Pilate, and was buried, and 
roſe again the third Day, 
according to the Scriptutes, 
and aſcended inte Heaven, 
and he ſitteth at rhe Right- 


hand of the Father, and wall 


come again with Glory to 
judge the Quick and the 
Dead ; whoſe Kingdom ſhall 
have no End. And in the 


Holy 


= 


28 ) | 
three eternals: but one e- Holy Ghoft, the Lord will the 
ternal. | _ 'Giverof Lite, who proceed dei 
As alſo there are not eth from the Father and ui bor 
three incoinprehenſibles, nor Son; who with the Fath ing: 
three -uncreated : but one and the Son together 8 
uncreated, and one incom- Worſhipped and glorified ot 
prehenſible. | who ſpake by the Prophet not 
So likewiſe the Father is And in one Holy Catholiffl Ghc 
Almighty, the Son Al- and Apoſtolic Church, Che 
mighty: and the Holy acknowledge one Baptiſmllfſl 4 
Ghoſt Almighty. for the Remiſſion of Sin is : 
And yet they are not and 1 look for the Reſuſ on. 
three Almighties: but one rection of the Dead, a not 
Almighty. the Life ot the World b 
So the Father is God, the come. Ane. | Hithen i bos 
Son is God: and the Holy is the Conſtantinqpuliii tber 
Ghoſt is God. | Creed, commonly called TIM 8 
And yet they are not Nicene Creed.) I moſt f 2 
three Gods: but one God. ly admit and receive H Tri 
So likewiſe the Father is Apoſtolical and Eccleſia Vnit 
Lord, the Son Lord: and cal Traditions, and the . H 
the Holy Ghoſt Lord ; ther Obſervances and Co wee 
And yet not three Lords: ſtitutions of the fan te“ 
but one Lord. Church. Moreover, I F. 
For like as we are com- mit the ſacred Scripture, ry 
pelled by the Chriſtian Ve- cording to that Senſe wãà : 
rity: to acknowledge every our holy Mother the Chur Ir 
Perſon by himſelt to be has held, and doth bogen! 
God and Lord; to whom it belongs to jul Fe 
So are we forbidden by of the true Senſe and Inte that 
the Catholic Religion: pretation of the fac bat 
day, There be three Gods] Scriptures. Nor will Tees 
or three Lords receive or interpret it ot i Man 
The Father is made of wile, than according toi Gi 
none: neither created nor unanimous, Conſent of ii the 
begzorren. Fathers. lhe \ 
The Son is of the Father 1 alfo profeſs that the“ 
alone: not made nor crea- are really and truly fe der 
ted but begotten. Sacraments of the N ke 
The Holy Ghoſt is of Law of Jeſus Chriſt ben 

| the 


ſtitut 


= n * 
P 


5 1 
4 i the Father, and of the Son: ſtituted by Jeſas Chriſt our 
ocee MY neither made, nor created, Lord, for the Salvation of 
nd ol nor begotten, but proceed- Mankind; altho they be 
Fath ing | not all of them neceſlary 
Jos 8o there is one Father, to every Perſon : That 18 


> 


rifegM vot three Fathers; one Son 
ophedMl not chree Sons: one Holy 
athon Ghoſt, not three Holy 
ch, Wl Ghoſts. ; 
pptiſ And in this Trinity none 
t Sins afore, or after other: 
ReſuM none is greater, or leſs than 
d, anf another. | 

1d But the whole three Per- 
ther ons are co- eternal toge- 
pot ther and co-equal. 

led TM So that in all Things, as 
ot rd aforeſaid the Unity in 
ive t Trinity, and the Trinity in 
Jeſiaſti Unity is to be worſhipped. 
3 the He therefore that will be 
1d Coll ved : muſt thus think of 


fal de Trinity. 


Y. I at Furthermore, it is neceſ- 
ture, a fry to everlaſting Salvati- 
ſc Which on: that he alſo believe 


twhtly the Tncarnation o 
dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
For the right Faith is. 
that we believe and confeſs : 


> Churd 
th hol 
to 10 
ad Inte 


> ſacr bat our Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
in Je fie Son of God, is God and 
- ir orb Nan; 

ng toi God of the Subſtance of 
»r of be Father, begotten before 


ne Worlds: and Man of 


hat the de Subſtance of his Mo- 
uly fer der born in the World; 

he NM. Ferfet God and perfect 
rift: ban; ot a reaſonable Soul, 


and 


{titut E 


to ſay, Baptiſm, Confirma- 
tion, the Eucharift, Pen- 
ance, Extreme Unction, 
Orders, and Matrimony ; 
and that they confer Grace; 
and that among theſe Bap- 
tiſm, Confirmation, and Or- 
ders cannot be repeated 
without Sacrilege. 

J alſo receive and admit 
the approved Rules of the 
Catholic Church in the ſo= 
lemn Adminiſtration of all 
the forementioned Sacra- 
ments. | 

I embrace and receive all 
that has been defined and 
determined in the holy 
Synod of Trent, concerning 
original Sin, and Juſtifica= 
tion. Moreover, I profeſs, 


that in the Maſs there is 


offered to God a true pro- 
per and propitiatory Sacri- 
fice to God, for the Living 
and the Dead; and that in 
the moſt holy Sacrament 
of the Euchariſt there is 
truly, really, and ſubſtan- 
tially the Body and Blood, 
together with the Soul and 
Divinity of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and that there is a 
Converſion of the entire 
Subſtance of the Bread into 


# 


[3 


and human Fleſh ſubſiſting; 
Equal to the Father, as 


touching his Godhead : and 


inferiour to the Father, as 
touching his Manhood. 
Who although he be God 
and Man: yet he is not 
two, but one Chriſt; 
One; not by Converſion 


of the Godhead into Fleſh : 


but by taking of the Man- 
hood unto God; 

One altogether; not by 
Confuſion of Subſtance : 


bdut by Unity of Perſon. 


0 


A 
2 


For as the reaſonable 
Soul and Fleſh is one Man: 
Jo God and Man is one 
Chriſt. 

Who ſuffered for our 
Salvation: deſcended into 


Hell, roſe again the third 


Day from the Dead. _ 
He aſcended into Hea- 
ven, he ſitteth on the 


| Right-hand of the Father, 


God Almighty : from 


Whence he ſhall come to 
Judge the Quick and the 


Dead. }. 
At whoſe Coming all 


Men ſhall riſe again with 

their Bodies: and ſhall ute 
and that their Uſe is vel 
Salutary to Chriſtian Fel 


give Account tor their own 
Works. 9 8 
And they that have done 
Good ſhall go into Life e- 
verlaſting: and they that 
have done Evil, into ever- 
lalling Fire. 
| This 


there is a Purgatory ; and 


tained are helped by the 
Prayers of the Faithiul. | 


Images ot Chriſt, and hg 


be paid to them. 


holy Catholic and Apo 


his Body, and of the entire 
Subſtance pf the Wine into 
his Blood: Which Conyer- 
ſion the Catholic Church 
calleth Tranſubſtantiation. 

I alſo confeſs, than under 
one of theſe Species the 
whole and entire Chrif 
and the true Sacrament is 
received. EO 

I conſtantly hold that 


that the Souls there de 


In like Manner the Saint 
that reign with Chriſt ar 
to be venerated and 1nvc 
cated, and that they off 
Prayers to God for us; ant 
that their Reliques are t. 
be venerated. 
1 firmly aſſert that ti 


that brought forth Chriff 
and always continued 
Virgin, are to be had a 
retained ; and that due Iq 
nour and Veneration 18 


J alſo affirm that th 
Power of Indulgences 5! 
Chriſt left to the Churc 


ple. | 
I acknowledge thit! 


lical Roman Church 18“ 


Mother and Miſtreſs ol 
; ; Church 


entite 
e into 
nyer- 
hurch 
tion. 

under 
8 the 
Chriſt 
ent 18 


1 that 
ane 
re de 
y the 
Hul. 
e Saint 
riſt art 
d invof 
y olle 
us; and 
3 are . 


hat tif 
and hd 
Chriſ 
inued 
had at 
due Hg 


on 181 


hat ti 
ices 150 
Churc 
> 1s vel 
jan Pee 


that 
1 Apoll 
ch 181 
eſs ol 
hurche 


* 5; 
This 18 the Catholic 
Faith : which except a Man 
believe faithfully, he can- 
not be ſaved. 


Churches: And I promiſe 
a true Obedience to the 
Pope of Rome, the Succeſſor 
of Peter, the Prince of the 
Apoſtles, and the Vicar of 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


I, without any Doubt, 
receive and profeſs whate- 
ver has been delivered, de- 
fined, and declared by the 
ſacred Canons, and princi- 
pally by the holy Synod 
of Trent; and withal what- 


ſoever is contrary to them, 


as alſo all Manner of Here- 
ſies, that have been con- 
demned, rejected, and ana- 


thematized by the Church, 


J do in like Manner con- 
demn, reject, and anathe- 


matize. 


This true Catholic Faith, 


out of which no one can be 


ſaved, which I do nowof 
my own accord profeſs and 
truly do hold, the ſame I 
will take Care to retain 
whole and inviolate moſt 


conſtantly, ſo far as I am 


able, unto the laſt Breath 


& 
ol my Life; and by the 


Aſſiſtance ot God 1 will 
take Care that thoſe who 
are ſubject to me, or whoſe 
Care in the Place I am in 
ſhall belong to me, ſhall 
hold, teach, and preach 


the ſame alſo, 


I the ſame N. do pro- 


me, vow, and {wear _ 
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So may God and theſe holy 
Goſpels of God help me. 


N. B. Upon this Compariſon it is moſt obvious to re- 
mark, That as the firſt Catholic Baptiſmal Creed is be- 
yond Doubt vaſtly better, and more agreeable to Scrip- 
ture and primitive Antiquity than either of che other 
Antichriſtian Creeds, fo is the Athanaſian Creed much 
worſe, more heretical, and more horrid in its damnatory 
Sentences than the Creed of Pope Pius it ſelt. 


(3 Y 


—— — 


The Copy of a Letter that came to me on Sunday; 
Aug. the 24th, 1746, being St, Bartholomew's 
day, at Tunbridge Wells, 


Rev. S I R, | 
H O' I am an entire Stranger to you, yet I flatter | 
myſelf the Importance of the Subject will excuſe 

the Liberty I have taken in addreſſing you in this Man- 
ner. The Reaſon of which, without Preface, is as follows. 

*Tis now about eight Years ſince I accidentally happen- 

ed to meet with your HiforicA Preface. I muſt own, at 
my firſt peruſing it, I was vaſtly ſurprized to find Propo- 
ſitions to contrary to thoſe generally held as Orthodox. 
I had been brought up in the Church of Exgland, and 
attended Divine Service (as I believe many others do) 
vVithout ſo much as once examining the Truth or Falſhood 
of thoſe Principles I had been educated in. But the 
reading your Book ſoon gave me a happier Way of think- 
ing, and put me upon a more ſtrict Enquiry. I aiter- 
wards procured your Primitive Chriſtianity - A Work | 
for which rhe whole Proteſtant Church, in my Opinion, 
is under the greateſt Obligation to you: It being col 
lefted with that Care and Fidelity, that to an ingenious 
Mind it muſt certainly appear convincing and unanſwer- 
able, as to the Doctrine therein contained. But to fe- 
turn. TI then peruſed Dr. Clarke's Scripture Doctrine 
the Trmmity, and Mr. Emlya's Trafs ; two excellent 
Writers in the ſame glorious Cauſe ; and both 5 
8 mende 
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ded by you in your other Writings. In ſhort, 1 
ly convinced of this grand Fundamental Truth, 
the Father alane, excluſive of all other Beings and 
ons whatſoever, was The weft High God. Or in 
kr Words, The only God of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Doctrine evidently taught by qur bleſſed Saviour and 


15 ; Apoſtles, Thus far all was right, Till reading 
auch Authors who wrote on the other Side of the Queſtion, 
cory Wn ſomewhat perplexed : Not on Account of thoſe 


ions I had embraced, but in the Regard of the 
zliry of continuing a Member of the Church: From 
fich find the pretended Orthodox were for excluding 
E poor Arians. Among many others, I ſhall juſt men- 


day, 


„one or two, which ſeem applicable to the preſent 
WS» woe. The Author of a Pamphlet called, Several 


rel Texts to prove our Saviour to be the Moſt Higb 
5; (a Character I am ſure he never laid the leaſt Claim 
but always attributed ic to his Father :) This Author, 
ky, has theſe Words, © If any deny the eternal Dei- 
. our Saviour, they exclude themſelves from all 

hriſtian Aſſembles, Cc. It muſt be groſs Hypocriſy 


latter 
xcuſe 
Man- 


lows, ad Prevarication in ſuch to be preſent ſo much as 
»pen- Wi «ccalionally at the Liturgy of the Church of England; 
vn, ac bere all the Offices either ſuppoſe the Divinity of 
ropo- ¶ or Saviour, or plainly declare it,” Another Writer, 
odox. en Addreſs to the conforming Arians, both among the 
| and Mere and Laity © Accuſes them of the vileſt Hypo- 
s do) Nah, in being preſent at Prayers and Creeds which 
ſhood {Ml tbey profeſs not to believe: And abſolutely inſiſting 
t the an, as their indiſpenſible Duty, to ſeparate from 
hink- de Church. And affirms that a Proteſtant might as 
after- ell conform with the Papiſts, or a Chriſtian with a 
Work WM Mahometan, as a Unitarian with the Orthodox. And 
11100, by no Means admits that Salvo, vis, Their not re- 
col· beating thoſe Prayers or Paſſages in the Liturgy which, 
nious n their Opinion, are blaſphemous, and derogatory to 
fwer- Bi de ſupreme unequalled Majeſty ot God the Father.“ 
o te. es Hypocrity is undoubtedly a Sin odious to God 
ine of WW" Man, I. with many others, ſhould take it as a ſin- 
ellent Far Favour, if in ſome of your future Writings you 
wool ud diſcuſs this important Queſtion, vis, With what 
ende Church 
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1 
Church or Sect the Acans, In this preſent Corrupt 
State of Things, ought to communicate, till it Pleal 
God more compleatly to reform the Chriſtian Worl 


\ 


WE {c 


7 
Whether with that eſtabliſhed, or whether he ought Wien 
ſeparate, and go over to the Diſſenters? As mal dai 
Arian Miniſters are ſuppoſed to be amongſt them. N ld 


had the Uuitarians the Liberty of Publick Aſſembli 
and a Miniſtty of their own, the Point would eafily th 
be determined. To ipeak the Truth, I think their Caſe 
litcje hard : For while all Sects and Opinions are tolerate 
even idolatrous Papiſts, and infidel Fews, they ala 
are denied this happy Privilege, which ſo many ox 
Men wiſh for. Betore I conclude, I beg Leave to me 
tion a Paſlage TI lately met wirh, in a modern Writer, 
lative to the Matter in Hand. The ingenious Auth 
obſerves, © That in Points ſpeculative a Man ought n 
& to be too rigid. Nothing, he ſays, is more comme 
& now a- days, than to ſee thoſe who ſtrictly believet 
tc divine Unity communicating with thoſe who firm 
te aſſert the Truth of the Athanaſian Principles, I 
* Difference of Opinion hindering not that both mig 
& wich equal Piety receive the Memorials of their 
* vjour's Death.” However, as ſoon as you have 1 
Opportunity, the ſettling this Point would confer t 
greateſt Obligation on | | 


Revs. & I R, 


Your very humble Servant, 
aug h unknou 


P. S. It would I fear be bur at beſt impertinent toal 
viſe you how or in what Manner to diſcuſs ti 
Matter : Whether in one of the Magazines, or in 
diſtin&t Treatiſe ; which I fear will never anſwer. 
cannot however help thinking, you have a fair Of 
portunity in your Connection of ſacred and profat 
Hiſtory now publiſhing. I find you intend in tl 
uſeful Work to intermix ſeveral Diſſertatio 
Amongſt which, wuen you come to treat of 

Times of Cantine the Great, 1 fancy that 16 
de ſired might aptly and happily be placed. a 
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1 1 
Ltho? I have before, in the Memoirs of my Life, pag. 
pleaded - ſome Excutes for myſelf, while I 
ve ſo long Communicated with the Church of England, 
gen in the Euchariſt itſelt, notwithſtanding my open 
ſilent from ſeveral Parts of her Worſhip, nay my open 


\ iclaiming to join in any Thing wherein my Conſcience 
. uld not permit it, as is aboveſaid; nay altho' I have 
ſembi e che Receipt of the foregoing remarkable Letter at 


ſubridge Wells (which I own to have greatly affected 
xe) once ventured to receive that holy Communion from 
Ir, Harriſon, at St. George's Church, Ofteen's Square, 
nnn; tho' I went out of the Church during his read- 


olerate 
ey alot 


ny go the Athanaſian Creed at the ſame Time: And had 
to mel eeed, I believe, ventured to receive the ſame of Mr. 
iter, Mae on Chriſtmas-day laſt here at Lyndon, after the 
Auth abſenting myſelf during his reading of the fame 
1ght n@MCiced, had 1 then been well enough to go to Church on 
commeMiut Day, as I was not; yet, upon mature Deliberation 
jeve ii ace that Time, I do not think I ſhall eaſily fatisfy myſelf 
o fm do ſo any more, I mean if he that officiates is a Reader 
8. Ihe horrible Athanaſian Creed, and by Conſequence 
h mig rguently and ſolemnly pronounces me, and the reſt of 


their Ae Ee ians or primitive Chriſtians accurſed. For this 


bare Mute extends to every one of us who does not keep the 
nfer t odſeſt Parts of the Athanaſian Hereſy © Whole and un- 


defled, that without Doubt we ſhall all periſh ever- 
* laſtingly : That he who will be ſaved muſt think as do 
"the Athanaſians of the Trinity: Thar it is neceſſary 
' toeverlaſting Salvation that we alſo believe, as do the 
* Athina/ſians, of the Incarnation of our Lord Jeſus 
* Chiiſt : And that, this is the Catholic Faith, which 
"except, a Man believe faithtully he cannot be 


En 


1t co 4 


uſs t ed“ How it is poſſible for a ſerious Clergyman, 
, Or ig er ſuch bitter curſing of all the Euſebians, to give any 
ſwer. er them who are known to be ſuch, the holy Elements, 


fair Obe moſt ſacred Tokens of Chriſtian F riendſhip, and the 


prolaſſ volt ſolemn Pledges of the divine Favour that this World 
in en aford, is to me wholly unaccountable. This ſeems 
ertati do near what the Apoſtle Paul, Heb, vi. 5, 6. calls Cu- 
t of iihing the Hon of God a freſp, and putting him to an open 
hat n ane, and deems there the moſt diſmal Mark o. Re- 

Alt! | | | ; brobacion 
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1 
probation. This is too near, on both Sides, to bel 


— 


guilty of the Body and Blood of our Lord. 1 C., x; WW" 
At leaſt it is too near to ridiculing holy Things, h 
| Pouring Contempt upon Chriſt's divine Religion, ol 
* any longer endured in any Society that call them) F 
1 Chriſlians Let the legal Obligations to ſuch a vile 
1 dice be never fo undeniable. Whether it be right is | al, 
1 Sagen of Go, ito heavken unto Men more than to C 3 
. judge ye, Als iv. 19. Nay it any ſerious Clergym 1 
* knows any of his Flock to be in fo dreadful a State MY... 
| theſe Curſes ſuppoſe, he ought to admoniſh him at f 1 
* alone; and if he will not Hear him, to do it before n 15 
=_ or forge Witneſſes ; and if he will not Hear them to tl! " : 
| 20 The Church, in order to his Exeluſion from its Co N 
3 munion, eſpecially in the Euchariſt. Nor indeed, fo " 
bo 28 1 «can judge, ought any ſerious Enſebian or primiti 10 
3 Chriſtian, ſuch as I own myſelf to be, eſpecially if he 7 
5 allo a Clergyman himſelf, as I am, to receive that Co ih 
1 mumon from ſuch an Athana/ian, who thus frequent. e 
1 und ſolemnh/, thoꝰ moſt unjuſtly, pronounces him accu. ge 
1 nund in 4 State f Damnation. I do not mean that u 1 
# | n GClergyman's private Opinion, or even publick Pro in 
FS: Kon ot what call the Athanafian Hereſy, tho? its 90 
| bi | fence be mnow'clearly abandoned by all the learned h |: 
Fe (as it is, 1 have great Reaſon to believe, ſinking a p ( 
* dbiut of the Chriſtian World) requires ſuch a Refuſal : 8M vo 
* 1 mean that by thus curſing the -Enſebians or primitiſi e 
SS Chriſtians, he tenders himſelt, by the Laws of ChriſtianiM« . 


Abſolutely unfit for and unworthy of celebrating the h 

Jy Communion, and giving it to the faithful : How i 
'chnable!{6ever 1 may be to hope, that ſuch a Clergymi 

may not be abſolutely unfit for or unworthy of perio 
ing the: other facred Offices, ſuch I mean at which of 0 
Hieatlems, as well as Jetos and Catechumens were allond 
to «be iptoſent: Between which Offices the primit! 
Church made a mighty Diſt inction. Now what is be 
rery remarkable, and proper to direct Chriſtian Peop 
is the knoœnCaſe of the great Origen; when he vas 

ry young, and himſelf, with his Mother and Bretht 
reduced to the urmoſt Poverty. At which Time a 1 
Lady, out of Reſpect and Compaſſion for his * | 
- | | 8 aflordt 
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Can, Xl. 


| Can, XII. If: any 


71 


56 bim all Kind of Affiſtance, and took binn into 


tr Houſe. IJ his Lady at the ſame Time maintained 


me Paul, a notorions Heretick (ſuch as I for certain 
em our preſent Supporters of the Atbanaſian Faith 
nd Athangſian Creed to be) whom ſhe adopted for her 
en, who held Conferences in her Houſe ; where a great 
Xumber not only of the Hereticks, but aiſo of the Ca- 
tholics were preſent. 


But tho Origen was obliged, out 
of Neceſſity, to converſe with this Man, yet would he 
erer hold Communion with him in Prayer; keeping ex- 


j to the Canon of the Church, as the Hiſtorian informs 


15 45 teſtifying his Abhorrence of the Dottrines of 
lereticks. Euſeb. Hiſt. Eccl. vi. 2. 

Now tor that Law or Canon, and thoſe Apoſtolical Canons 
the Church here refered to, take them in Order, as 


hollows. 


It. iii. 10, 11. « A Man that is an Heretick, after 


the firſt and ſecond Adminition reject : Knowing that 
* he that is ſuch is ſubverted and ſinneth; being con- 
# demned of himſelf.“ 


DoArines of the Apoſtles. © If any Brother offends 
in the Church, and does not obey the Law, Let him 
" not be gathered, till he repeut; nor let him be received, 
Hleſt your Prayers be polluted and hindered.” 

(anſtitut. vii. 21. When a falſe Teacher comes, 
Jou ſhall give him for his Neceſſity, but ſhall not re- 
' ceive his Error. Nor indeed may ye pray together 
with him, leſt ye be polluted as well as he.“ 

„Cen. IX. « It any Biſhop, or Presbyter, or Deacon, 
er any one of the Sacerdotal Catalogue, when the Ob- 
kation is over does not communicate, Let him give 
; bis Reaſon ; And if it be juſt, Let him be forgiven. 
hut it he does not do it, Let him be ſuſpended. As 
becoming a Cauſe ot Damage to the People, and oc- 
* calioning a Suſpicion againſt him that offered, as of one 
© that did 1 not rightly ofter,” 
« If any one. [Clergyman} even in the 
* Houſe | In a Church in the Houſe + Rom. xvi. 3. 1. Cor. 
ui 19. Col. iv. 16. Philem, v. 9.] Prays with a Per- 
lon excommunicare, Let him be ſuſpended.” To 
Clergyman prays with one de- 
as w ich a nnd ae Let him alſo be de- 
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ee ho only prays. with Hereticks, Let him be ſuſpend 


land, fo far as I have already been willing to allow, a 


an Houſe : Which I earneſtiy wiſh may be very ſoon, 


Memorandum, that 1 continned in the Communion 


Year, prevent my leaving the publick Worth 1 
Trinity Sunday: White he knew 1 ſhould go out of 


Daz, to my great Surprize. Upon which I was obig 


ſetting up a more Primitive Congregation mytelt. 


the Church of Hngland reduced nearer to the Prim 


rien. | Lyadon, Fine 17, 1747. 


3 [38] Ld 
Can. XLV. A Biſhop, or Presbyter, or Dell... 
bY 
1 


t ed. But if he allo permit them to perform any Pay 
of the Office of a Clergyman, Let him be deprived 
Can. XLVI. © We command that a Biſhop, or Prey 
* byter, or Deacon who receives the Baptiſm, or th 
tc Sacrifice of Hereticks be deprived : For what Ani 
ce ment is there between Chrift and Belial © Or what Py 
te bath he that believeth with an Infidel.” 2 Cir, vi, i 
Can. LXV. If any one, either of the Clergy i 
Laity, enters into a Synagogue of the Ji, 
fHereticks, to pray, Let him be deprived {and ſuſpen 
red.] See alſo Conftitut. vi. 18. moſt fully. 

But Note, That as 1 am not fully ſatisfied that it 
lawful for me to communicate with the Church of E 


i 


the 


do at preſent practiſe, ſo do thoroughly take it ſtill f 
granted, that it can be no longer lawful for me ſo to d 
50 till J can light ot enow to ſet up a truly primit 
Congregat ion of Chriſtians, at leaſt ot ſuch a Church 


Tyndon, Rutland, Fan. 25th, Wh; 
"St. Paul s- day, 1746-7). FN 4 bf 


the Church of England, till Trinity Sunday 1747. H 
tho? I ſtill refolved to go our of the Church, it Mr. 1 
grave Continned to read the Athanaſian Creed, ſo did 

by omitting it, both on Eafter-day and Whit-ſunday ti 


Church if he began to read it. Yer did he read it tl 


to go out, and to go to the Baptiſt Meeting at Mini 
two Miles off; as I intend to do hereaiter, while 1: 
here at Lyndon, till ſome better Opportunity preſents 


Tyndon, Fune 15, 1747- Will. M lil 


As J alſo intend to obſerve Wednefdays and Frida 
net at Church, but at Home, and to uſe my Titus 
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ten lard, till Providence calls me to a larger Cong 
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7000 | Io Prove That 
"ea her all Perſons Solemnly, tho' Irregularly ſet 
hat i apart for the Miniſtry, | 
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Real Clergy-Men, 


hurch! 
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"huſh 


Or elſe there are now no real Clergymen or 


union WI Chriſtians in the World, 

47. F 

Mr. bl 5 —O—Al— ——_— DD — — 

ſo did Ts 

0 | Preliminary Obſervations. 

oy 

4 * A LL Modern Opinions or Notions are here of no 


s obig Value or Conſideration at all: Becauſe Chriſti- 
it Mor 
ile 14 
reſents 


Authority of any late Churches, or Parties, mucn leis 
lf particular Perſons; but by the Original Laws and Re- 
Ids of Chriſtianity. | 


Vile n are out ot Doors: There being among the truly Ca- 


| Frida knolick Writers no Original, nor very Antient Authori- 
Litum br fo ſtrange a thing, ſo much as pretended to by any: 
Prima ed it being directly contrary to the Original Laws of 
,ongreonno 2 ..- ©» 
7. ; 
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zd all their Miniſterial Acts are Valid; 


ins are not to determin theiaſelves in ſuch Caſes by the 


Corollary (2, Hence all Pretences for meer Lay- Bap- 
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Coroll. (2) Hence appears the Weakneſs ot choſe tha 


ed by Scripture, and the firſt Writers of Chriltianity] 
they are no more to be depended on than the Doctrine 


and ſtill ro make the Doctrines of Chriſt and his Apo 


be highly Criminal: And we may comfortably hope for 


Ve venture to do that without Clergy-Men, or by Cler 


8 
the Goſpel, preſerved in the Apoſtolical Conſtirutiong 


and in all the Ancient Practice. tle 
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: ent, 
of any other Church or Party in the World; and er 


ought not to be of any diſtinct Value or ConſiderationMhurc 
with her Members. I mean this as to ſuch of then te 
who arc really Chriſtians, and follow the Church only Motbe 
tar as the follows Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but not as th 
the reſt, who are reſolved to follow the Church however re 


than | 


of late pretend to juſlify the Baptiſm of our Diſſenters 
without owning the Validity of their Orders; they being 
forced to do it upon Principles that will alſo juſtiſy Ly 
Baptiſm it ſelf ; which is intirely unſupported by, na 
contrary to, all Chriſtian and truly Carholick Antiquity, 

Coroll. (3.) Hence appears the Weakneſs ot alledg 
ing the Doctrine of the Church of Eugland in particuli 
for any ſuch Notions: For ſince ours is a fallible Chuich 
as well as all others, unleſs its Doctrines can be ſuppor: 


itles agree with thoſe, and only thoſe ſhe has eſtabl:thed, 
Theſe laſt may be thought Gocd Church-Men indeed, bu 
can by no means be eſteemed Food Chriſtians. 

II. We are not here to conſider what is to be done na 
Caie of real and abſolute Neceſſity, where there are ne 
Clergy-Men to be had; but only where there are. Fat 
ſuch a Neceſſity frequently juſtifies what would othervile 
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Pardon, at leaſt, it not for a favourable Acceptance il 
ſuch a ſtrait from the Equity and Goodneſs of God, tho 


gy-Men appointed by the Laity alone, which in ordine 
ry Cafes, where wv Clergy-Men were to be had, would 
be intirely invalid and unjuſtifiable. However, we having 
no proper Directions 1n the Scripture, or other Authen- 
tick Monuments of Chriſtianity, that I know of, to de. 
termine the Caſe of Neceſſity by, I ſhall not pretend here! 
ro give my own Opinion any farther about it, Let {cg 
my Note on Joſephus's Antiquitus, vi. 6. 2. | 

III. All properly Secular, or Civil Authority, and Leg! 

RR. ES Sett lem 
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RF CY 
tion etlements are not here to be regarded; becanſe we are 
ot now enquiring how far the Laws of every Nation admit | 
e tha: agree with the Laws and Conſtitutions of Chriſtianity; - 
nter bn what thoſe Laws and Conſtitutions of Chriſtianity 
being e in this Point, Every Sate that pretends to be Chri- 
I un, does indeed profeſs to agree with the Laws of 
„ nayMMChriftianity ; and the Writers of every ſuch Legal 
quits durch endeavour to juſtify its Settlements by thoſe Laws: 
lledg ht then, this is done in ſuch plain contrary Caſes, and 
:1culaWyica ſuch a viſible Byaſs and Prejudice every where, that 
bu: cho honeſt and impartial Man, who compares the Origi- 
ppor- il and rhoſe preſent Settlements together; can doubt 
lanity Wit for the moſt part they are really, and widely diffe- 
ctrice ent, nay not ſeldom directly contradictory one to the 
and eber: Nay indeed, I fear, there is no Legally eitabliſh'd 
erat urch now known, which receives any more than ſome 
them t of Chriſtianity, whatever Pretences they may make 
only o the contrary among the Vulgar, I am ſure I ſhould be 
t as toiMchly pleas'd co find any one ſuch Church that received 
Wereigggetrely the Laws, Doctrines, and Diſcipline of the Chri- 
5 Apo-WiWin Religion; and with the utmoſt Joy ſhould declare my 
l:thec r a Member of it. But alaſs! I ſee not any ſuch in the 
ed, buMſorld, | | 
| IV. We are not here to conſider the Caſe of Schiſi 
ne 11 ether; nor rathly to diſanul the Acts of any Modern 
are nds of Chriſtians under Pretence that they are Schiſ- 
. Ta ricks. For that would not only be to go contrary, in 
beruiſeg Meaſure, to Chriſtian Antiqui: y, which did not 
ope ik on the Miniſterial Acts of bare Schiſmaticks as cqual- 
ance M invalid with thoſe of Hereticks ; but would by gene- 
0d, tho} ily petitio principii, a meer Legging of the Oneſtion - 
Ce e all the preſent Churches and Parties charge the 
Ording alt of Schiſm u pon one another, and#his not without 
would Mat Pretences of Reaſon and Scripture alſo. And in- 
hang e, dance there are plainly now no Churches govern'd 


Kuthen eh by the Laws of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the Sepa- 


to (le Wn from which could only be undoubtedly ſhewn to 
There Gire&1y Schilmanical ; and ſince almoſt all Churches 


Let {eo 


We taken upon themſelves, without any Commiſſion 
um Chriſt, to make ſuch ſinful or doubtful Terms of 
nun as of Courſe excluces others from joining 
| wich 


1d Lega 
clemens 


4} 


with them, tis not now eaſy to determine who are Sch 
maticks by the Chriſlian Religion; eſpecially when i 
not only allows but requires Separation from wicked be 
ſtors, and Churches; and does not lay the Charge 0 
Schiſm, but in Caſes of Separation for evil and unjuſt 
able Purpoſes, whatever the Modern Writers of Contr 
verſy may pretend to the contrary. So that I fear th 
Guilt. of thoſe grievous and pernicious Schiſms whic 
afflit the preſent State of Chriſtianity, is not confined 
the Separating Parties only, but that thoſe Governin 
Parties, from which the Separation is made, are genen 
Ty not leſs Guilty than the other, 
V. We are not to conſider the State of Baptiſm diſtin 
from that of the Euchariſt, or of other Sacred Miniſtrati 
peculiar to the Clergy ; but are to own them all in Cy 
mon either valid or invalid; as being all exaQly of th 
ſame Nature, Thus in all other Caſes, he that can juſtly 
one thing peculiar to an Alderman, may do all otherthing 
peculiar to one: And it he be incapable of one ſuch Af 
he is incapable of all. Nor can I forbear wondring at tho! 
that are willing to allow the Validity of Diſſenters By 
tiſms, but not of their other ſacred Miniſtrations. Nat, 
VI. That by valid and invalid Adminiſtrations, I oll 
mean ſuch as are not, or are to be repeated again by Chr 
ſtians. For as to any other Invalidity, with Reſpedtt 
God, and to the Temper of Mens Minds in any Hd 
Offices, it is out of the Queſtion ; Since none of us xn 
how far God will accept of Sincerity of Intention in: 
Caſes : Nor can any Invalicity in the Perſons or manner 
Performance, render the real Exerciſe of Chriſtian Grad 
therein, ſuch as Humility, Reſignation, Faith, Love, Tu 
Charity, and Forgiveneſs, uſeleſs or unprofitable. 
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PROPOSITIONS 
I. N the Rigor of the Law of Chriſt, it 1s 


| Evident that there is now one Clergy-V 
among us whole Acts can be Valid, For, 


00 Th 


RET #4 
1 2&4 iu 4 , 
- * K 


— — — 
—— — — 
—— 2 —— 


13 1 
Schi (.) There are no Clergy-Men now made after tlie 
hen i nanner appointed by our Saviour or his Apoſtles. I mean 
ed Eo Biſhops freely elected by the common Suffrage of 
rge pesbyters, Deacons, and People, upon a ſtrict Enqui 
juſtice their Fitneſs and Qualifications, and then ordain'd 
onto the . Biſhops. No Presbyters freely e- 
ear M eted by the Presbyters and Deacons, after the like 
which koquiry, with the Approbation of the People, and then 
ined erdained by the Biſhop. No Deacons. elected by the 
vernuWM}ſhop, after the like Enquiry, with the Approbation of 
generale People, and then ordained by the Biſhop. This for 
Je Main was certainly the Law and Ordinance of Chriſt 
dingy his Apoſtles, as all the Ancient Records aſſure us. 
(tration od this is as certainly not obſerv'd by our Modern 
n ConWWChurches or Parties. So that, it we go to the utmoſt 
7 of tigor, all our Ordinations are irregular and invalid; 
juſtly find all our Clergy have not Authority ſufficient for any 
er thing Miniſtrat ions, p2culiar to their ſacred Functions. 
ich A (:) The Laws and Rules the preſent Clergy go by, 
at tate not generally the Laws and Rules given by Chriſt 
ers Dad his Apoſtles, for their Obſervance and Warrant, but 

Nan unin Laws, the Decrees of the State, or of Synods, 
s, Ia perhaps the meer Determination of particular Leaders 
by dy So that the Acts of the preſent Clergy are not, 
eſpect! generally ſpeaking, the Execution of the Laws of Chriſt, 
ny Hol the Laws of Men; or, at the moſt, of ſo many of 
us knife Laws of Chriſt, as the Laws of Men admit, and no 
ion u ore: And accordingly, if we go to the Rigor of 
hu L gs, are far enough from being Valid and Chriſtian 
We „ | 
ve, TW (3) Nay, what is more deplorable, Men are not uſually 
e. anted unto the Office of a Biſhop, Prieſt or Deacon, 
Fithout an open Renunciation of ſo much of Chriſtiani- 
}, 28 18 contrary to the Decrees of that particular Church 
| which they are to miniſter. For ſuch are generally 
ie Subſcriptions to Modern Creeds, and Articles of 
th, and Promiſes of Obediences to the Laws of any 
urch. For 1 dare challenge any Man to ſhew me that 
be Oaths, Subſcriptions and Engagements entered into 
"by the Clergy in any one Church are not ſome of 
im unſupported by, and others of them contrary to 
the 
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the Doctrines and Conſtitutions of Chriſt by his Abe 


ſtles? And I deſire to know how thoſe can, ftrittly ul 
ing, be Chriſtian Clergy-Men, who are not admitted as ſu r 
but upon the publicæ Renunciation of ſome part of the ! 
Chriftianity, | | U 
II. In the ſame Rigor of the Law of Chriſt, if ;, 
is not evident that there is now one Val d Baptiq 1 
among us. For, | W 
(1. Tf in Strictneſs as we have juſt now ſhewn, the .. 
| be no Biſhops, nor Presbyters, among us, who yet alu ne 
had Commiſſion from Chriſt to Baptize, there can ce gf 
tainly, in the like Strictneſs, be no valid Baptiſm adn_h du 
niſtred by them. . * 
(2.) We have ſo vaſtly alter d the manner of Baptiii ... 
eſpecially here in the Veſt, by omitting the Oyl, ain 
Ointment, and Dipping, and particularly the TI u 
Immerſion, and uſing nothing bur a bare ſingle Sprinkhl ane 
ling or Affuſion in their ſtead, that it we go to the i vit 
moſt Rigor, our preſent Method can by no means pr um 
tend to be Chriſtian Baptiſm. _ * 
(83.) We have ſo entirely and groundleſsly alterd iy tis 
Subject of Bapriſm, Subſtituting poor inſenſible Intanhi x. > 
with their Sareties to Anſwer tor them, inſtead ot It Bay 
ſtructed Catechumens, anſwering for themſelves, a6 my 
ſtrictneſs muſt Annul the whole Miniſtration. Na Ant. 
deed, this Grand Error ſeems to affect the very Elie: o 
of Bapriſm ſo nearly, that were it nor for the delay o bet; 
laſt Branch, I mean Confirmation, till riper Years : 1 
the Completion ot the whole which may be hoped e 1 
thereupon in thoſe that receive it, one can hardly is ne 
how even in Equity, and with the utmoſt Allow Cb. 
to look upon the Modern Bapriſm as ſufficient fort K 
A dmiſſion of Perſons to the great Privileges of Ci 4 ; 
anity. And it is {till very hard as to the Body ol Ci 3 
ſtians, who are never confirm'd at all: Unleſs the Pal 11 
cipation of the Holy Euehariſt may be eſteemedin ſo 55 x 
Meaſure Equivalent, or ſufficient ro compleat that gi 4 l 
De:ect of our preſent Baptiſm aſterwards 11 45 
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is A r. In the ſame Rigor of the Law of Chriſt; 
Ueli jt is not Evident that there is now any Valid 
f by Euchariſt, -or :Lord's- Supper celebrated among 
V e us, For,  ILTETY $3:7 4k WORE © * 4 
„.) If in Strictneſs, we have no Biſhops, nor Presby- 
rilt, i ters, as we have already ſhewn we have not, who yet 


>aptil 


alone have Power to celebrate; in the ſame Strictneſs q } 

we can have no Euchariſt. ” | ON £4 8 
(2.) If in Strictneſs we are none of us rightly Baptiz dj, 
n, ther as we have already ſeen we are not, we cannot in Strict T3 BY 
et do ness have any proper Right either to Celebrate or Partake 1 Hy 
can ce of the Lord's-Supper ; ſince tis agreed by all, that none T HY 

m 20m but Baptized Chriſtians can have any ſuch Privilege. 199 
„ 6.) A great Part of the preſent Forms of Celebration 1 

BapriifM are fo detective, in not mixing Wine and, Water, a . han 
)yl, an in not uſing the whole Form ot Conſecration, by ch pil of 1 
e 1108 wntorot the Holy Ghoſt upon the Sacred Elements; 1 89 
Sprak and in the Omiſſion of the Solemn Oblation to God, Kt 
o the u wich Prayers for the whole Church Militant and Tri- LE! 
dans VOY umphant thereupon ; as well as in other Particulars con- 18100 
ord ltartly uſed in the firſt Ages; that in the utmoſt Rigor, 159 
7 75 tits Solemnity might be look d upon as Invalid alſo; ' 183 
f ne tho" it has been preſerv d much better than the other of 114 
ics, an ne Accordingly it. is well known that our late ©” Bl 
Nor Mi nh, Dr. Gabe, dur not receive the Commis = WM 
y Elea n our Church on Kecount of e al f A De | Wh 
lay a eds and Deviations from the Ori mal S OUT | Ws 
1 Original Standarda. T3807 
hoped e IV. In the ſame Rigor of the Law of Chriſt, it 1 
1ardly not Evident that there is, ſtrictly Speaking, one 1 
hes Ciritian Church now among us. r 
nt | | 145 . 1 
„ Ci kor, If there are not, in Strictneſs, any Clergy-Men, 18 
y of Cl Or Sacred Officers now in the World; who yet alone If 
che bie 2 Commiſſion. to gather and govern a Chriſtiaa ü 

edi U cturch: If there is not in the ſame Strictneſs, one Valid | 
that gl priſm now among us: by which yer alone Men are 1 


Frerdy initiated into the Church: If witbal there is 
Ain Strictnefs one Valid Euchariſt adminiſtred; by 
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going Rigorous Principles, whether all our Biſhops, 
7 re-ordaind 8 and whether all Chr iſtians ought not 


"abundantly Evident by that other their Grand Hypotheſs,| 


Tetuin'd, bur muſt be able to prove its uninterrupted i I 


- muy be hid of the other Pans of rhis Original Sel 


1 46 9 
which Fe a Church is edify d and preſery'd; All 
which 1 have already made but too plain: it cannot but 
be very doubrful whether, upon the fame Riporous 
Principles, there be ſtrictly Speaking, one Chriſtian 
Church now 1n the World. ” 


V. "Tis therefore very doubtful upon the fore. | 


r S 


D | „ | 
teſts, and Deacons'onght not to be re-elected, and 


© be re-baptiz.d alſo; were it poſſible to hive 
Perſons fully empower'd for thoſe Purpoſes. 
This is evident from what has been already faid ; and 
is a neceſſary Conſequence of their Notion who invali- 
date all bur Epiſcopal Ordinations and Baptiſms, on thus 


Account, that in the Regular Method of the Original W d 
Inſtitution of Chriſt the Former ought to be perfomd M G 


by Biſhops, and the Latter at leaſt with their Approba- WI zn 
tion, and by Perſons ordained by them. And this is more T, 


"viz. That the Epiſcopal Order muſt not only be now 


Succeſſion through all the paſt Ages alſo, before its Acts & 
can be Valid. For if fo, I ſhall alſo believe that no tru 
Hereditary King is to be 'own'd till he can ſhew bie tha 
Right by Primogeniture from Noah, or Adam; and hal WM bee 
lock upon all Pretences to any proper Regal and SW 14. 
cerdotal Powers now in the World as equally Delperate reac 
and Ridiculous. Noris that uſual Evaſion of any Force, . 
that any other Irregularity or Breach of the Laws 
Chriſt in ſuch Matters will not Invalidate Baptiſms aH »- 
Ordinations, but only that Eſſential one of the want o 11 
Epiſcopal Power. For pray who told them that this part tand 
alone Was effential ? And who gave the Biſhops Poe | 
to Conſecrate another Biſhop, without the Churches fre the 
Election of him, any more than a Power to Him 7 hrty 
was fo elected by the Church to Officiate as ſuch, 1 ſeque 
ere he was ordained by the Biſhops? And the 1 (1; 


8 | 
bu. ment of Church Government by the Apoſtles. So that 
Ons in Strictneſs, and upon theſe Rigid Principles, tis but 
ian too = there is not one Chriſtian. Church now in the 
Wor | 1 "IE 
| But then, becauſe if we have now no true Biſhops, 
re- Presbyters, and Deacons, no true Baptiſms, nor Com- 
ope, munions ; and no true Chriſtian Churches in the World, 
and tis impoſſible, upon theſe Principles, without a Miracle, 
not to recover the ſame again; ſince all thoſe new Acts and 
10 Miniſtrations by which they ſhall be aim'd to be reco- 
ohh yer d, muſt be equally Null and Invalid with the for- 
mer; I affirm in the next Place, that ; 


vali- WM VI. Thoſe Rigorous Principles, from whence 
n this WI theſe Shocking Concluſions have been directly 
ginal W drawn, are falſe ; contrary to the Equity and 
"md WM Goodneſs of God, to the Declarations of his Will, 
robe: and to his Promiſes, both in the Old and New 


beh. Leltament: And that Biſhops, Prieſts, and Dea- 
' ox I £90, irregularly Ordain'd, Sacred Miniſtrations 
oped MY regularly Perform'd, and Churches irregularly 
s A&W Govern'd, are ſtill in ſuch Caſes to be own'd as 
har no Wl true and Valid notwithſtanding ; Provided at leaſt 


that real Ignorance or Exigency of Affairs has 


d be been the Occaſion of that Irregularity : and that 
. = Men have acted with an honeſt Mind, and are 
Rare ready to amend, and reſtore things to the Original 


date upon the firſt Opportunity. 


This Propoſition is almoſt ſelf evident, and need not be 
aborjouſly proved. Sins of Ignorance, in caſe that Igno- 
ance be not wilful, are molt readily forgiven, - God does 
not, cannot require Impoſſibilities of his People. Uacer 
the Law of Moſes, Circumeiſion ir ſelf was omitted for near 
"my Years in the Wilderneſs, Fol. 5. 2, 11. and by Con- 
<Quence the Paſſover, which could not be eaten by the 

Kircumc3y'd was omitted during the ſame Interval. In 
Caſe of Neceſſity David eat the ſhewbread, which it 
dar nog la'wfn] for any but the Prie ſis to cat. Matt. 12. 
> I-13, 
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113. The Priefts on the Sabbath by Working, profaned 
the Temple, and jet were blameleſs. © The very People on 
the Sabbath, drew an Ox or an Aſs out of a pit to ſave 
Life, tho? in the ſeeming Breach of the ſtrict reſt of that 
Day. When a Multitude did once eat the Paſſover other- W'" 
2556 than it was written, Hezekiah prayed for them, ſaying, . 
"The good Lord nardon every one that prepareth his Heart Ws 
to ſeek. God, the Lord God of his Fathers, tho he be not 
cleanſed according to. the Purification of the Sanctum. . 
: And the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the Pu 
ple. 2. Chron. 30. 18, 19, 20. When the Scribes and 
Phariſees, Prieſts and People, had exceedingly corrupted | 
the Fewi/ Church, and introduc'd Traditions againit the 
Law of God, Chriſt never denies their Aon nor 
invalidates their Acts, bur rather owns them on all Occa- 
ſions. Matt. 23. 2, 3. and 26. 57, 68, Nay, tho' the 0 
High-Prieſts themſelves, were then made annually by the j, at 
Romans, in direct Oppoſition to God's Law, which en- Wk to 
tail'd it on a Son of the Family of Aaron during his Life: 
Yer did the Apoſtle Paul, as well as our Saviour, dire&- 
ly acknowledge their Authority, and ſubmit to them as | 
"Ged's High-Priefts, and the Rulers of the People, not to 
be evil ſpoken of, without Sin. Acts 23. #{ 5, Chril 
alſo forerold that the Gates of: Hell fhould never prevail 
againſt his Church, Matt. 16, 18. but that he would be 
always with it till the end of the World ; 28. 20. imply- 
ing that 1ho? it might be a corrupt one, yet it would be 
a Chriſtian Church all that Time. But then, all That is 
to be allowed only in Caſes of great Exi gency, and when 
there is no Opportunity for better Knowledge and Re- 
formation ; when this Receding from the ſtrict Law of 
God is plainly Involuntary, and Men are ſtill in a Dif 
poſition to be inſtructed, and willing to reduce all to the 
Primitive State again. Otherwiſe ſuch Orders become 
hanious or preſumptuous Sins, and can claim no Mercy 
but deſerve the ſoteſt Puniſhment at God's Hand. 


VII. Of all the Irregular and Imperfect Ads 
of Church Power, which yet are not to be coun 
tea utterly Ioyal:d, thoſe of the Church of Rom 

| | | | | _ 
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= 1993 
Lt needs be the moſt Irregular-and Imperſect, 
{of the moſt doubtful Authority. 

The Reaſon is plain, that ſhe is the moſt Corrupt Ido- 
ous Church in the World; and by Conſequence all 
bacred Miniſtrations mult principally be lyable to 
| greateſt Exception, as to the Validity of all others. 
id I cannot but wonder how it 1s poſſible for Proteſtants, 
are duly ſenſible of the Degeneracy, Tyranny, 
lckedneſs, and Antichriſtianiſm of Popery, to own. the 
uin Sacred Miniſtrations Valid, while they deny or 
abt of the Validity of thoſe of many of the Reformed 
urches. But then, - | 10 


t the ö 113 

55 Vill. As to the Proteſtant Churches, our Eng- 
the Church has indeed the Advantage of Epiſcopa- 
the I and a valuable Liturgy ; with ſome others, 


o Order and Decency, beyond moſt of the reſt. 
it as to ſeveral other Points, ſhe is as lyable to 
kiception as any of them. For, A 


10 Our Biſhops are nominated by the Secular Power, 


a trary to the known Settlements of Chriſtianity : In 
7 bo ich Caſe hear one of thoſe Apoſtolical Canons, which 
up- e Learned and Pious Biſhop Beveridge has fo fully vin- 


tated ; and then judge how little Advantage ſhe can 


NY ky claim to in this Matter: Can. XXXI. © If any Bi- 
when I bop makes uſe of the Rulers of this World, and by 
1 Re- their Means obtains to be a Biſhop of a Church, let 
aw ol kin be depriv'd, and ſuſpended, and all that commu- 
Dil. dete with him. 4+ 
co the il (*) Our Biſhops and Clergy are lyable to Suſpenſion 
cone Deprivation, on acccount of many other Things done 


* omitted by them. Hear ſome other of the ſame Apo- 
lolical Canons in this Caſe. 2 

| Can. VII. and LXXXI. © Let not a Biſhop, Prieſt, or 
Deacon undertake the Cares of this World; but it he 
do let him be deprix'd. 1 

XIV. A Biſhop ought not to lexwe his own Pariſh 
mg to another, altho' th: Multitude ſhould com- 
-N him. | | - 


XVII. He 
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XVII. © He who has been twice marryed ake; MW av 
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7 For this the Law of it ſelf has forbidden, Oc. 
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© dred by Weakneſs of Body.” 


[5 ] 


1 


© Baptiſm cannot be made a Biſhop, or Fresbſt 
© or Deacon. | 


XX. Let a Clergy-Man, who becomes a Surey, 


c 1v'd. 8 5 ne” 0 
| * © If any Biſhop obtains that Dignity by 105 


Tos or even a Presbyter, or Deacon, let him, and; 2 
© that ordain'd aim be depriv'd, and let him be entu co: 
cur off from Communion, 8c. 

XLII. A Biſhop, or Presbyter, or Deacon, who 
© dulges himſelf in Dice, or Drinking, either let ih 
c Jeave off thoſe Practices, or let him be depriy'd, 

XLIV. A Biſhop, or Presbyter, or Deacon, who Wt 
c quires Uſury of thoſe he lends to, either let him E te 
<. off to'do ſo, or let him be depriv'd. cop 
L. If any Biſhop, or Presbyter, does not perfoffMWh:vi 


© the Three Immerſions of the one Admiſſion, but offi de 
© Immerſion, which is given unto the Death of C, 
© ſet him be depriv'd. „ ut ar 

EIV. © If any one of the Clergy be taken Eating i Fu. 


Tavern, let him be ſuſpended : Excepting when he bub 
© forc'd to bait at an Inn, upon the Road. 2 ur oth 

LXIII. If any Biſhop, or Presbyter, or Deacon, Wl 6. 
© indeed any of the Sacerdotal Catalogue, eats Fl ich 
with the Blood of its Life, or that which is torn We! 
<: Beaſts, or which it dyed of it ſelf, let him be depriv WW Le 
) tha 
IXI. © If any one of the Clergy be found to fall Mt. 
© the'Lord's-Day, or on the Sabbath Day, Excepe en 
one only, let him de depriv'd. $11 

EXIX. If any Biſhop, or Presbyter, or Deacon, 
© Reader, or Singer, does not faſt the Faſt for Forty Di 
© or the Fourth Day of the Week, and the Day ot 
© Preparation, let him be depriv'd ; except he be f M 


Certainly the Clergy of any Church who are ſo dt Net 
Tyable to the heavieſt Penalties, ought not to be very e 
vere in Cenſuring others. 35 

(30 Since the Biſhops of our Church are ſo differen r: 
Appointed, and a& on ſo different a Foot, by ſuch d 


terel 


[53.3 


aker Weiclical Biſhops, it may juſtly be doubted whether 
esd re of equal Neceſſity, and have the ſame Authori- 


with them. | 


ling fare, is neceſſary to a Chriſtian Church, is {6 
tt, and ſo notorious, as makes it unfit for us ſo much 

ö i * . . 0 C . 
w compare our ſelves in that Point with other Reform- 


have a right Form of Church Government, it the 
Jccch be not all the while well governed ? And how 
une value our ſelves above other Churches which ate 
lebyterian, if the other really take care that the Laws 
the Goſpel be as well or better obſerv'd than our 


ring Biſhops to lay on Hands in Ordinations, if 


0, Seriouſneſs, and Solemnity as others ? And if thoſe 
Ia are ordain'd are frequently leſs fir for the Miniſte- 
Functions? It J fay, this be not ſeldom our Caſe, as 
(abt it is, I fear thar we ſhall have ſmall Comfort of 

other Advantages at the great Day. | | 


6. Our Church allows of the Baptiſm of Deacons 
ach have no Authority to Baptize by the Laws ot the 


torn ine], or at leaſt a very doubtful one, as appears by 
Jepriv e Learned Mr. Bingham's Collections hereto. relating. 


that at the beſt no ſmall Parr of her Members are 
pri- by an uncertain Authority: And therefore, in 
ianeſs, tis uncertain whether a great Number of 
em are Chriſtians or not. | 


acon, () Our Church has fo long allow'd the Baptiſm of 
ty Dae Presbyterians and Diſſenters, if not of the Laity 
y of tiMlmſcelves alſo ; and ſo many of her Principal Biſhops 
be hi Members ſeem to have had no better Baptiſm them» 


les, that if theſe be ſuppos'd Invalid, this muſt, in 


; fo refiilineſe, invalidate all their Acts and Ordinations af- 
very Wvards : So that we have not much better Pretences 


PLertainty, either as to our preſent Baptiſms or Or- 

ations, upon this rigorous Principle, than others. 

7 0ght we therefore to diſdain to ſtand upon the — 
| | | v 


lass, and after fo different a Manner from the 


4) Our Want of Chriſtian Diſcipline, which yer, if 


Churches. For what Pn Advantage I pray, is it 


2 — a Im ah 1 


opal Church does? Or how can we pride our ſelves 


do not commonly Ordain with ſo. much Examina- 


— — we S444. _—_— - 
— 22 — hs. # * — 
_ 2 
— g — — = 2 — g — 
- 2 — fs. of” _— 7 
— 7 8 5 n UF = 
— = gy WT” — = TE _— = 


— 1 L 
e — 
P 
* 


. 
i Tn 4 24 — 
, — 8 . 
— Ü ũh2 2 — —— _-————- 
Þ * —_ 2 — — 


— 


1 — 
* — —ß 


Es — - 
9 4 
- — — . y * a 
5 — — | ; — A. 7 * - +” 
. * 2 * * . * Wk * ; 5 1 — _ F « , 
FA WL - 7 FEM N W + 
Ta . . * 
8 


2 _ — 
— r —— by 
= 


9 
n * 


* 
> * 


— 
* © n 
N * N 
5 —_- 7 a 
— 


vel with them in ſuch Matters. Only we muſt obg 


Church of Rome, or of Scotland, or any others wit 
like Eſtabliſhment elſewhere, do generally fo much yz 


bear Admonition, Reproof, or Reformation, how net 


ftitured Church in the World; that ſhe will be the m 
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that our Church eſtabliſh*'d by Law here, as well a; 


themſelves upon its Legal Advantages as leaſt of al 


ſary or expedient ſoever they may be in any Caſe. 
indeed, if our Church go on to degenerate from Chill 
nity a little longer and deeper, as ſhe has now ſenſi 
done for ſome Years, ſhe will be ſo far from being t 
Glory and Bulwark of the Reformation, as ſhe has 
merly been; fo far from deſerving that high Chara 
which has been frequently given to her, of the be (| 


Corrupt and Diſorderly among them all, and will be 


ly fit for a Re- union with the Popiſh Anti-Chrilll (3 
Churches themſelves. 3 Au 
35 | 
IX. As to the Reformed Churches beyond 8 an 
thoſe which have Biſhops are in this Matter muM tis 
what in the ſame Caſe with our Church; AndW' v: 
for the reſt of them, they have very juſt Pretenq ds 
to Valid Orders and Adminiſtrations as well is 
We. For, | nd 
(..) In the firſt Reformation of their Churches, it th 
nor equally in their Power to preſerve Epiſcopacy, MI Nat; 
was in ours. And tho' in Churches ſettled under Epiſ nd 
e nawta Ini there may be Room to queſtion il}... 
Validity of any other, than Epiſcopal Adminiſtrations, nt 
is it not equally plain that in Churches ſettled othervihMs.;.: 
ir is ſo. The firſt Chriſtian Churches, tis evident, ut 0 
molt of them for many Years at firſt govern'd by only 1 
byters, with their ſubordinate Deacons; tho? under! indy 
Superintendency of the Apoſtles or their Company... 
before particulas Biſhops were placed in them. Nor vile, | 
it appear that during thoſe Years, any of the Seel * 
Offices were le's conſtant or leſs Valid, than they dai 
after the Introduction of thoſe particular Biſhops at... 
—_— ] 1 5 2) Si 


3 


* 


2) Since the la ing aſide of the Apoſtolical Conſtitu- 
ſons and its Authentick Accounts, ſuch real Doubts 
ure ariſen as to the Origin and Inſtitution of Epiſcopa- 
9, and the Form of the Settlement of the Churches by 
the Apoſtles, as could not eaſily be determined by other 
Anthentick Evidence So that as we that preſerv'd 


obſe 
I as 
8 Witl 
Ch va 
of all 
W NC 


© Mill tpiſcopacy could eaſily find Collateral Evidence to con- By 
Chr &m our ſelves, but could not find what was ſufficient to "i 
' (en convince others ; ſo we may indeed value our own Set- UI 
eing Wl iements, but by no means ought to paſs harſh Cenſures 1 
; has i pon that of others, Thoſe that in ſuch Caſes act moſt © wa ff 
Harad incerely themſelves, and moſt charitably towards others, LY 
t If certainly be moſt acceptable to God : And not £08 
the ml tſk who, without certain Evidence, condemn and dif. - wy 
11! be :onul all but Epiſcopal Adminiſtrations. RE i 
Chil (;.) Since it does not ſufficiently appear, that the 

meat Ends of Church Government, I mean ſtrict Diſci- 

pline, ſerious Piety, and real Edification, are now better 
nd 8 womoted by Epiſcopal, than Presbyterian Government; 
r muß eis to little purpoſe, as I have already obſer v d, for us 

Ando value our ſelves upon the Epiſcopal Form of it. This 


retend vas the Way of the wicked Fews in old Time, and has 
well Jer been of the wicked Part of the Church fince: To 
lay a mighty Streſs upon outward Modes, and Forms, 
ind Ceremonies, without a proportionable Regard to 
lie great Intentions, for which they were all principally 
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S, 5 "i eign'd. But this is ſo intirely contrary to the Light of 
oy 9 Nature, and Divine Revelations, both under the Old 
100 ind New Teſtament, that 'tis a Sign of the utmoſt Dege- 


leracy when any Church does fall into it. My Senſe 
n this Caſe cannot be better expreſs'd than in our Bleſſed 
wour's own Words; Mos unto you Scribes and Phatiſees, 
Hpocrites; for ye pay tythe of mint, and aniſe, and cum- 


tionz, 
othery 


ent, We 


ol a mn; and have omitted the weightier matters of the lam, 
un 1 ſulgment, Mercy, aud t aith : Theſe ought ye to have done, 
Ne 0 ang not to leave the other undone, Matth. 23. 23. Nor 


o think our Retention of that Epiſcopacy which ma- 
ly othet Reformed Churches want, will conſiderably - 
nl us for the better Acceptance of our Sacred Mini- 
tions, till we reduce it to its Primitive, State, and 
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till we be charitable, and brotherly to all other our Siber. 
Reformed- Churches; and till we move them to recenel Al 
u hat they want by our own Readineſs to reſtore and te. 

eſtabliſh all the other Parts of Primitive Chriſtianicy, 

which are ſo notoriouſly defettive among our ſelves alſo tre: 
( We have Reaſon to believe, that they are as fin- 
cere as our ſelves, and are commonly as well fatisfy'd inci; 
the no Neceſſity of the Epiſcopal Form of Government 
as we are of the contrary. Now. I cannot but think 
that where any Churches or particular Men fairly en. 
mine Things, and act according to their honeſt Perſue 
lions, aſter ſuch Examination, "God will not. invalidate 


any Acts which they do in Conſequence of the fame; (2 
No doubt we can ealtly ſay they are prejudic*d, and beer 
not examine fairly in this Caſe. But then, as thi ple 
is only known to God and themſelves, tis not ff the 
for us to charge them only with ſuch Prejudices, While ima 
other Points, "*cqually plain, we our ſelves appear to b ach 
under the like. When we at home have amended a E < 
that we know, or can hardly avoid knowing, is differen ver 
from the original Chriſtian Settlements, it will be Ting 0 
cnough to be thus rigorous in our Cenſures of the other ud! 
Re. ormed Churches. Exam 
breth 

X. As to bur Proteſtant D. emed FIR at Home 

it muſt be own'd that there is ſome more Pretenc nd! 
tor invalidating their Miniſterial Acts than thoſe ofifſ hin 
any other, on "Account of their ſeeming to ac ee 
Oppclition and Contradiction to Epiſcopal Authoi 1065 
rity, and to a Regular Settlement; and this whik | a 
( 

the ſame Acts might haue been to thoſe u er of 
nave Epiſcopal Ordination among us. But the orig 
give me leave to offer ſome Reaſons, why Leeres 
not by any means take even their Sacred Nun ur dt 
tions, However irregular, to be Invalid. TH: 
: | lhe 
(1) All the Miniſterial Acts done by the Epiſcopnuce 
Clergy. ale, as 1 have fhewn,. ſnKeicntly irregular Ac: to 
0 that if ihe D. enters irregular As muſt on that Ad 


. | coli 


, BN 
3 : a 
ion; count be annull'd, there is great Danger that the Church. 19 
itter- nens irregular Acts muſt in Striftneſs be annull'd alſo. | " Ml 
cer u the Difference is this, That the Irregularity of the my 
d te- ne ariſes from one Head, and of the other from ano- 1 
anity tice. The Biſhops of the Church, for Inſtance, as has = 
allo. Wl :irceady been obſerv'd, ordain Paſtors irregularly ; be- q ; 
8 fin. cane 'ris without the free Choice and Conſent of the 14 
y'din Clergy and People ; and the Diſſenters commonly have 45 
ment Wi that free Choice and Conſent, but have not proper Bi- 1 
think bops to ordain them. Which of theſe is the greater Ir- i ; 
e regularity, I cannot deterzaine : But this I am pretty if | 
era fire of, that if the Ordination in one Caſe be Null, that 14 
lidatq u the other will be of very Doubtful Authority. | 
ame (z.) Theſe Acts are on both Sides fo far equal, as to 


une « 
8 this 
107 fi 
bile in 
r to bl 
ded al 
ifterent 
Time 


> Othe 


be equally done according to the real Opinion and Prin- 
dples of each Party, after their ſerious Examinations of 
he Matter. And how hard it is, as I have already in- 
mated, to diſannul folemn and ſerious Acts done upon 
ach Examination and Principles on any Side, I leave to 
be conſider'd ; Eſpecially when none of us have any o- 
ther Aſſurance of the Acceptance of our ſelves, of our 
Fach, or Practice, but that we have really examin'd, 
nd honeſtly acted according to the Reſult of ſuch our 
Exzmination. Not that I can excuſe our Diſſenting 
bethren from all Partiality and Prejudice in ſuch Enqui- 
lome les: But then IT cannot but obſerve ſo much Partiality 
etc no ad Prejudice on the Churches Side alfo, as is ſufficient 
joſe o hinder me from too great Severity in mv Cenſures of 
act in tic other. 7 . POE 
Auhof 6.) The Church has put ſuch unneceſſary, if not ſinſul 
- whi Jerms of Communion upon its Miniſters ; ſuch indeed as 
e bi 12 way be juſtify' d, and for which ſhe had no Man- 
e © "Miner of Authority ; that I cannot preſently call all tho ſo 
Ciriſtian Paſtors direct Schiſmaticks, who thaught them- 
elles at Liberty to rejoct thoſe Terms; tho? they ven- 
tur d to continue their Miniſterial Functions at the ſame 
dme, without ſubmitting to them. I do not, I cannot 
ultihe all the ſmall Exceptions which the Diſſenters hate 


piſcopc rade againſt the Eſtabliſſd Church: And I am inclina- 
ar Abe to think that they might have done well, to have 


bad a greater Regard to thoſe Apoſtolical Precepts of 
2 8 5 Obbeyiug 
- 8 * 4 


. 
Obeying them that have the Rule over us; and living peas 
_ ably with all Men as much as poſſible, and as far as he] 
in us, and to have comply'd with ſome Eccleſiafticffi 
Laws, which yet the Church had no direct Authority ti 
impoſe, more than they have done, But then, as J: 
not ſure they were ſtrictly bound by Laws which wert ge! 
made without any Commiſſion from Chriſt to makethen 
ſo 1 am by no means fatisfy*d, even upon the SuppojniiMis, c 
on that this were a culpable Diſobedience in them, tha 
it can at all affect the Validity of their Ordinations, d 
other Miniſterial Acts, done upon a contrary Perſwaſion 
and in the main, according to the Laws of the Goſpel, 
(4.) As to the Baptiſts, I mult diſtinctly profes, that 
their inſiſting on Dipping: inſtead of Sprinkling, and o 
the Delay of Baptiſm till grown Years, are ſo plainly 4, 
according to the Laws of Chriſt, and in the Nature one 
our Religion, that I cannot but directly juſtifie inſtead vm 
excuſing thoſe facred Miniftrations. Nay I muſt profes, 
that it in all things they had equally kept to the Lany ly al 
of the Goſpel, without other Impoſitions of their owns M 
they had for certain been the pureſt and moſt Primitir n p 
Societics of Chriſtians in theſe Parts of rhe World: A e 
they ſtill ſeem to be in the Matter of Baptiſm, or Ad, 
miſſion into Chriſtianity. So that the Bapriſts Miniſte huge 
rial Acts, ſo far at leaſt as that Ordinance is concern , 
and ſo far as they have alſo preſerv'd a Sort ot Epiſcopal. 
cy, and ſome other Original Laws of the Goſpel, which 
do not often appear in the reſt of the Diſſenters, arc e 
all others moſt certainly Valid; and ſuch as ought to let 
imitated by all orher Churches. ; lives 
(5.) As to that Sort of Diſſenters which are called 
nakers, their Caſe is peculiar ; they having no prop nta 
Miniſterial Acts, no Ordinations, no Baptiſms, no Een 
_ charilts, no Clergy- men among them; and fo there s 1, 
Foundation for judging about their Validity or Invalid tis þ 
ty. All we can ſay about them is this, that *tis geiz he, 
Pity that that ſacred Regard for an Oath, and that gr0lr9.c 
Contempt of the uſeleſs Pomp and State of this agg 
World which they ſhew, ſhould be carry'd to ſuch al 6d. 
Extremity, as needleſly to make them rroubleſome, ang 


expoſe them to contempt among us; as alſo that tis a 1 
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| 1 
lad Caſe, that any Part of the Chriſtian Clergy and their 
acred Miniſtrations ſhould have been of late ſo Ob- 
xious and Uneditying, as ever to have given ſome ſe- 
as Men ſuch Ditguſt to them, as to cauſe their utter 
Rjetion from among them! May God Almighty in his 
ke time, ſo Reform all that is amiſs in the Sacred Fun- 
fions, and render all their Conduct and Miniſtrations 
6 Chriſtian, Pious, Edifying, and Unqueſtionable, as 


Peace 
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them 
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, tha nay recall thoſe Wandring Sheep again into Chriſt's - 
ns, of hcepfold ; and take away all future Occaſions of Of- 
25 ence from them, and from all their Adverſaries for ever. 
oſpel x 9 
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And now, Chriſtian Readers, Give me leave, for a 
Concluſion, to Exhort you all, of whatever Party or De- 
omination you are, by the Glorious Hopes of our Pro- 
lion, by the Meckneſs and Gentleneſs of Chriſt, and 
by all the common Ties and Obligations that lie upon us 
# Men, as well as Chriſtians, or Clergy- Men, to lay aſide 
il Paſſion and Prejudice one againſt another; to put on 
eig of Mercies, Kindneſs, humbleneſs of Mind, Meek- = 
ws, Long-ſuffering. To let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and 
Ager, and Clamor, and Evil Speaking be put away from 
is, and all Malice To be kind one to another, tender 
ante; forgiving one another, even as we hope that God, 
in Chrifi's Sake, will forgive us. Eph. iv. 31, 32. 

e are, or ſeem to our ſelves to be ſtrong Chriſtians, 
A us bear the infirmities of the weak, and not pleaſe our 
res, Let every one cf us pleaſe his Neighbour for bis 


> . Calle, 0 * k # . 

| prope A to Ediſſcation. Rom. xv. 1, 2. Let us in this Caſe 
357 my the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, when he be- 
oi. Pings 70 all Men, that by all means be might ſavs 


pe, 1 Cor. ix. 22, And declar'd that if Meat made 


invalid » | 
is orc ten tn offend, he would eat no Fleſh while the World 
ag ff + de hrs Brother to offend. viii. 13. Ler us 
"7 ” t wich our ſelves how great pity it is, that ſo ma- 


Learned and Pious Men of ali Sides, ſhould be ob- 


h al ( : | 
ſuc d to ſpend that Zeal, and thoſe Studies, in Confuting 


me ant tn in b 

Tp! ver al, Expoſing cach others Parcy, and Opinions which 
er all be fo much better ſpent in Healing the Breaches, | 

Correcting 
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Correcting the Errors, reforming the Vices, and reo lic 
ring the Diſcipline of their ſeveral Churches. Let ti ih 
truly Learned lay their Hands upon their Hearts, a Ine 
honeſtly. declare, whether any Church can, upon a fu hp 
and impartial Compariſon of their preſent Settlement 
with the Original Laws of our Religion, pretend to han 
kept to them; and whether any Church has the leaſt Au imp 
thority or Commiſſion from Chriſt or his Apoſtles for ai Rul 
tering ſuch Laws; nay whether the Alteration of them the 
be not highly Criminal in the Sight of God. Let u uy 
rather all confeſs our ſeveral Deviations from, and Cor nd 
ruptions of the pure and undefiled Religion of our Lot un 
and Saviour, by the Readineſs of our Amendment an chu 
Reformation for the time to come, and by our Cheat vera 
Forgiveneſs ot others, who have alike tranſgreſs'd vii 
us. Let us all conſider, that when we all ſtand beo heir 
the Judgement Seat of Chriſt, we ſhall be depriv'd ot a 1 
our Temporal Advantages, Legal Settlements, Secular; 
_ Privileges, and Worldly Supports; and then ſhall rat g; 
deſire to have been the pooreſt and moſt deſpicable Fo 7 f 
lowers of Chriſt, and Promoters of his true Religoſſ % 
and of the Salvation of thoſe Souls which he has bog 
with his moſt precious Blood, than to have had til , F 
.greateſt Dignities and Preferments upon Earth. Let i i 
not ſeck only our own, but every one another's Wealth. % 
Cor. 10. 14. Let us conſider our ſelves as Chri fig 
the Followers and Servants of our Common Lord an # 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and call no one Father upon the Eartl 1 5 
acaulſe one is out Father which is in Heaven. Let Nee 
call no one Maſter upon Earth, becauſe one is our Mf 
eden Chriſt, and all we are Brethren. Matth. 23. 5, il; 1 
10. Let us no longer admire Popes or Councils, Luth 4 
or Calvin, Cranmer, or Knox, &c. but all endeaval 11 
our to follow Chriſt and his Apoſtles alone, and ab 14 
to underſtand, believe, and practiſe as thoſe Sacred 4 90 
Original Records which are derived from them, and: 1 
God's good Providence ſtill preſerved, do ditect and co | 10 
mand us. Let us lay aſide all thoughts of Violence a PP 
Perſecution, with all our vain fooliſh Diſputes and Qu ith 
rels about our many {mall Differences and Peculiar und 7 
which figni'y ſo little, as to the main Deſigns of KN 
| þ$ 


1 7 
«6 WM jvion and Chriſtianity. Let every Church and Party 
: by Y 55 make a through Enquiry after their own Cl 
frors and Deviations from the Original Faith, Wor- 


* MM tip. Practice, and Diſcipline, once dul aerad to the Saints, - 
ement en che Apoſtles ot our Lord; and let them endeavour 
o Ho amend and reform themſelves, not by any other 
ſt Au Imperfect and Degenerate Model, but by the Original 
for ai Rules ot Chriſtianity. And in fine, if we cannot bear 
then de Admonitions or Reproofs of our Brethren that at 
Let uM ay time differ ſrom us, Let us however, with Fear 
d CorfMind Reverence, Hearken to thoſe affecting Admoniti- 


r Lord 
nt ana 
Sheartu 
d wing 
befor 
d of al 
Secul: 


J raths 


ms and Reproofs, which our Bleſſed Lord gave to 
Churches, which can hardly be ſuppos'd at all fo Dege- 
erate as the Modern ones are; 1. e. Epheſus, Pergamus, 
ſhatira, Sardis, and Laodicea; and particularly to 
heir Angels or Biſhops, by his beloved Apoſtle St. 
Joby, with which I ſhall conclude. I have, ſays our 
Lord himſelf, /emewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt 
wit thy Frſt Love. Remember therefure from whence thon 


ble w fallen and repent, and do the frſt Works ;, or elſe I 
clip: mne into thee quickly, cnd will remove thy Candle- 
; nac ick out of its Place, except thou repent. Apoc. 2. 4, 5 
g | 


Repent, er elſe I cvill ecme unio the: quickly, and will fight 
Hain thoſe that pollute thee with he Sword of my 
Month. v. 16. I gaze her great Corrupter ſpace to re- 
jent of ber Fornicaticn, ani ſhe repented not. Behold I 
ul caſt her into a Bed, and them that commit Adultery 


Let ii 
alth. 
vi 100 


n , uth ber into great Tribulaticn, except they repent of their 
: Wl f Deeds, And I will kill her Children with Death: And 

* all the Churches ſt all know that I am he which ſearcheth 
7 be Reins and Hearts : and 'T will give unto every one of 
10e according 10 your Works. v. 21, 22, 23. I know thy 
"d-al6 Works, that thou haſt a Name tha: thou liveſt, and art 
cred a lead, Be watchful, and ſtreugtheu the things which re- 

and %, that are ready to die; for I hau. not found thy 
de Works perfelt before God. Remember therefore how thou haſt 
ence ed, and fear, and hold faſt, and repent. Tf there- 


ne thou fealt not watch, I will come on thee as a Thief, 
and thos ſhalt not knw what Hour I wil] ceme upon thee. 
+I, 2, 3. I know thy Yorks that thou art nether cold 
| 5 | „ N 


1d Q 


Uliaricte 


; of KY 


5 * 3 7, wy 5 5 

5 „„ EI 7, ; 
nor but > I could thou wert cold or but. Fo then Lau 1 
thows art Luletbarm, and neither cold nor bot, I will jul 
thee out of my Month. Becailſe thou ſayeſt I am rich, an 
increaſed with Gcods, and have need of nothing ; and ius. 
eff 'not that thon are Wretched, and miſerable, and pur] 
© and blind, and naked, v. 15, 16, 17: As many as ling 

1 I rebuke and chaſten- Be zealous therefore, and rehm 
; a V. 19. W 4 I = ofa a a : 2 | 


December TY: 5 8 il. Fhiſton 


NM. B. I have now re- printed this Argument almoſ 
verbatim, as the Second Edition of it was printed 1714 
But ſince I did not know the State of the Baptiſis the 
ſo well as I do now, Allowance is to be made for ſome 
mall Miſtakes relating to them: which Miſtakes yet are 
carefully corrected in my Addreſs to them, premiſed iq; 
theſe Papers. © | 
= -- It may alſo be here 8 farther, from the jor 
[i mer Date of this Paper, with the Hiſtory of my ov 
ee eee. before the Cohrt of Tres. that when ! 
1 wrote it 1 was in the greateſt Danger of either bein 
forced to baniſh my del from my Native Country, or 0 
ſuffering Impriſonment during my Life in it, for a goo 
Conſcience. But from the Violence of ſuch Perſecutions 
Bleſſed be his Holy Name, 7he Lord Delivered me. 


i. 


' 8 Lyndon, Rutland, | 
Me Tear's-Day, 1747-8. 
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Tag. 21, Line 28, for early, read eaſily, 


that Biſhop Hoadley, and Biſhop Hare, ſeem to 
have been among the firſt, pretending to have been Chri- 
ſtian Biſhops, that having Children already, and being in 
fears, have marryed twice, and ventured to officiate as 
Chriſtian Biſhops afterwards ; and I'verily believe that 


amoi Bp. Burner and Bp. Gooche are among the firſt that erer 
171% dd ſo after they had E brain ; and Biſhop Tho- 
s then mas of Lincoln the very firſt that has ſo done after he 
r on MY bad marryed four times, from the Days of our Saviour, 
yer u ll this very Day. I et . 


ned tf | | _ Io. 
the Lord's-Prayer, and of Reading a competent Portion 


he tor of the Scriptures, and of either Reading or Singing of 


ay on in al ö 
when 1 betition of the fame Petitions, to be much too long, 
- bein Againſt which Batto/ogy, or long Prayers, with the Re- 
7, or petition of the> ſame Petitions, we have full Caution, 


doth in the Old and New Teſtament, Eccleſ. v. 1. 2. 
„ Keep thy foot when thor goeft to the Houſe of God, and 
le more ready to hear than to offer the Sacrifice of fools : 
ſr they conſider not that they do evil, Be not raſh with 
% mouth, and let not thy heart be haſty to utter any 
bing before God For God is in Heaven, and thou upon 
larth : Therefore let thy words be few. For a dream 
meth through a multitude of buſzneſs, and a fe ools voice 


a got 
utlons 
ne. 


"fl 


* 


Wt many words in a muititude of Elders and make not 


hen ge pray, uſe not vain repetitions, [ Battolggy] as the 
at hen do (i. Kings xviii. 26.] For they think they ſball le 
ard for their much ſpeaking Be not ye therefore like un- 
them e For pour Father knoweth what things ye have 
* of before ye ask him © After this manner therefore 

+ pray 


| hy 


— 


. we 1 
— -- _— +4, * => * — — 6 
ne ' — — 
— . 1 4 = * 2 5 2 
5 — — ot = 7 8 * 1 . 
_— - — 2 8 7 * 2. x4 ** 
3 = — — 222 — — -- — — — A - —— == — 
— o — = — 


r = =S 
_— — —— CxS 2 
1 — 

=, _ — - 


4 6 7 "3 Y 
* - = — — — . V 1 — 
e BY * * 3 Z « IF . 
'4 uy ; | , 1 - 
. . * 5 . 5 . 1 5 F : 8 
1 | E538: - 5 - oy 2 * ; 
; : % os - b 8 ? F a i - — , 
. - 1 7 F \ . 
. . „ * a» She ” x 9 
* , 83 + 5 * 1 — A 2 
P "= b - . \ ” 2 
we * Y : 4 lh 5 . 
1 1 d A . a 
N 1 "TOS. %, 8 2 . 1 
9 2 + * . ＋ "44 4 8 = 7 
: * 1 ** 
| 3 5 a | * 3 
; : * -_ 5 
i 


46. 8 Line 9. Add. And 1 will venture to ſay; 5 
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Pag. 18. Line 1. Add, Note, That the Omiſſion of ; 


Palms, will naturally occaſion the Prayers, or the Re- 


F known by a multitude of words, Eccluf. vii. 14. Uſe 


mich babbling when thou prayeſt. Matt. vi. 7,—15- 
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1 
pray je, Oùr Father, &c. Luke xi. 2. 3,4. He /aid un Mes 
them, When je pray, do not uſe vain repetftions as the re 
do e for ſome think they ſhall be heard for their much ſpeak. 
ing. But when ye pray ſay, Our Father, &c. | the fame 
with that in Matthew originally, excepting the words an 
upon us] And they were only the hypocritical Phariſecs, the 
Matt. xxiil. 14. Mar. xii. 49. Luk. xx. 47. Who jw ba. 
a pretence made long Prayers. Nor is there any example MM out 
ot very long Prayers in either the known Scriptures, or 
even in the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, but one, viii. 12. on 
13. among the Gentile Chriſtians, and its parallel, vii, 
33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. among the Jewiſh Chriſtians, het 
But ſtill this is in a great meaſure peculiar to the Eu- | 
chariſt, or Thankſgiving of the Lord's-Supper, which 
vas the peculiar Chriſtian Worſhip every Lord's-Day, and 
contains not a multitude of Petit ions, but a moſt ſolemn N. 
and affecting Ennumeration of, the very many and won- dre 
dei ful Mercies of God to Mankind, from the Creation 
of the World till the Death and Reſurrection and Af- 
cenſion of Chritt ; or a compleat Syſtem of Chriſtian» Willi 
ty: and ſo comes not at all under the fore- men- Wiſin Sta 
tioned forbidden Battology, or Long Prayers, of which 1 WW our 
am now ſpeaking. RL A. le mo 
Pag. 22 Line 20 Add. Nay farther, we, have the WW could 
direct Opinion or Determination of the excellent Bi- diy, 
- ſhop Cyprian, about the very ſame time, as to this mat- ne, I 
ter itſelf ; which take in my own former Words, out of Wie, fr 
the ſame Sacred Hiftory, Pag. 535. That the Baprilm ter fo 
© of Clinicks, | that is of Perſons ſick in bed, and ſo in- en cor 
© capable of Immerſion, ard baptized only by Affuſion, 
My E 
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© or the poweting Water upon them, ] was valid, and 
© that the Sacrament was equally efficacious whether ths 
© Perſon was plunged into the Water, or had it poured 
on him. Sce Dr. Wa!l at large, Pag. 463, &c. VM. 
have alto another famous Paſiage of the fame Cyprian, | Am 1 
who juitly inſiſting on the Re-baptization of thoſe thut Pape 
had been baptized by the old Hereticks, Anſwers an Ori 
jection, concerning thoſe that had formerly been admit ul! 
ted to Communion, without Re-baprization, What {houldMP'ptiſts ; 


. , 4 K TP 3. - 7* 
be thought of their Caſe? His Words in Engliſh 4 tir Vi 
| thele: 
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un eee: But any one may ſay, What then will become a 

ret © thoſe who, @ming to the Church from an Hereſy,” 

eat-. dave been admitted without Baptiſm? The Lord is 

ame able out of his mercy to grant them his Indulgence, 
ards and not to ſeparate from the Privileges ot his Charch * © 

' thoſe that out of ſimplicity [or a pardonable miſtake] 

for WW ive been admitred into the Church, and have [ with=" _ 

wie our Baptiſm! flept in its Peace. However we ought © 
„er vt to go on in our Error perpetually becauſe we have _ -.. 
12. formerly been in it: while it is fitter for wiſe Men,, 


rü. and ſuch as fear God, to comply un and without 
Ns, hefitation with truth when it is made known and per 
Eu- WW ceived, than pertinaciouſly and obſtinately to oppoſe 


t, and ſo patronize the Hereticks themſelvesꝰ Cyp. 
pit, ad Jubaian, Pag. 313, . © 1 
MB. That when I had communicated this Friendly - 


emn Wl L ha en 
von- dreſs to the Bapriſts, tho? without the Additions 
tion eſſenger, Mr. 


ade ſince, as above, Jo, our 1er or Ml | 4398 
vde of Boſton ; TGM“ 0. St her, hnd MT. £1 dew; 280 
"liam Pridmore, our Deacons ;. as alſo to Mr, Willi- _ a9 
In Stanger, one of our Teachers, theſe four belonging | 
our Congregation at Morcot, and to as many more of | 
Ie moſt conſiderable Baptiſts in our Neighbourhood: as 
could, They all appeared to take my Addreſs very 


ndly, and to conſider it calmly, upon which, in ſome 
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mat- Wine, I received their Anſwers. At firſt a pretty large 
ut of Wie, from Mr. Goode, and then a Shorter from the 
rin ber four jointly, To which 1 made this Reply, and 
1 on communicated it to them all: By 
11100, 


y Brethren, that are Teachers among 


C - 
8 : | 2 ae. — 
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ure the Baptiſts. 

ve = | 8 
rian, | am very well pleaſed with Mr. Goode's and Your 
that Papers, in Anſwer to my Friendly Addreſs, and 
Ob- iy Thank Him and You for them. I thereby am 
dmit"'© fully Informed of the Opinions and Practices of the 
houldWvtits 1.1 general, and what they commonly alledge for 


Itir Vindication of what I take to be Imperfeltions 
among 
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Them. When thoſe 
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Apoctypha ct the Old Teſtament,” and 48 to 
very: imperiect Catalogne of the Holy- Books off 
De in the vulgar Lari Bible: They were not a 
ot ſomc furious Pexts inſerted, and Interpolat 
made by Heretic ks in the Greek Copies themſeſ 
nor of ſome falſe Tranſſations in the modern Ver 
which are now fully diſcovered: So they are in a ma 
blamelefs in the Miſtakes they made. But now til 
Diſcoveries ought certainly to be examined, and if 
appear to be true, the former Errors are to be corre 
Ia order to which, when Mr. Goode returns, I ſhall 
very glad to fee You, or any of You with Him at 
Houſe, and ſhall give Yon the beſt Informetion ] can 
mediately. However, what J principally aim at is, 
Rev iting of our Society for Promoting Primitius Chi 
nity, lich above zo Years ago met at my Houk 
London; and for about two Years proceeded a gn 
way in thoſe Enquiries. Whoſe chiet Promoter, nM 
tomy ſelt, was the moſt Learned Baptiſt you ever 
Mr John Gale. In order to which, I aim, as ſoon 
come to London, to carry this my Friendly Addo ol 
the Baptiſt Congregations there, and to invite all i 
Learned among them, as well as among every Part 
Profeſſed Chrifiians to came to that Society. Ihe 
* ſult of which will then be laid before the whole Chill F 


World... I am, my Brethreen, 


Your hearty Friend and well Wiſher 
in our Common Saviour, | 


N. B. They all came and ſpent a Day wery agree 

irh 118 at Lyndon, April 26. f ; 8 - 
Srawford, f ,, pill TP bite 
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